
 

The Story Isn’t Over

“Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.” - Psalm 90:1

One of the things that has struck me most during this year of celebrating Bethlehem’s 100th 
anniversary is realizing just how many stories this place holds. This month, on September 12 and 13, 
we will welcome back alumni and former members for a special reunion and reception. I am really 
looking forward to hearing the stories that come out of that weekend. Stories about teachers and 
classmates. About Christmas programs, confirmation classes, friendships, and Sunday mornings. 
Stories about growing up here and, for many, stories about how Bethlehem helped shape the people 
they would eventually become. Because one thing has become very clear to me this year: people 
really loved this place. I have been amazed by how often I meet someone who has not been 
connected to Bethlehem for years and yet still lights up when they begin talking about it. People have 
moved away. They have built lives and families all over the country. But Bethlehem remains a part of 
their story. And that is something worth celebrating.

Of course, the deeper truth is that these are not ultimately just stories about Bethlehem. They are 
stories about what God has done in and through this place. Our theme verse for this anniversary year 
says, “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.” That verse reminds us that, through 
every generation, God has been faithful. Long before any of us arrived at Bethlehem, God was 
already at work here. He gathered His people. He baptized children. He forgave sinners. He taught 
His Word. He fed His people at His Table. He comforted the grieving and strengthened the weary. And 
He did all of that through generations of people who faithfully served, taught, gave, prayed, sang, 
built, welcomed, and loved.

In many ways, I have started to think of Bethlehem’s history as an anthology, a collection of stories 



gathered together into one larger story. There are stories of people who helped begin this 
congregation in 1926. Stories of students and teachers who filled the school. Stories of families who 
were baptized, confirmed, married, and buried here.

Stories of friendships formed in these halls and faith strengthened in this sanctuary. Some of those 
stories we know well. Others have nearly been forgotten. But together they tell the story of a God who 
has been faithful to Bethlehem through every generation. And here is the exciting thing: The story 
isn’t over.

We have spent a great deal of time this year looking back, and rightly so. We should remember. We 
should celebrate. We should give thanks for those who came before us. But we do not look back 
simply so that we can wish things were the way they used to be. We look back so that we can 
remember who God is.

The God who was faithful to Bethlehem in 1926 is the same God who is with us in 2026. And if the 
Lord has truly been our dwelling place in all generations, then we can trust Him with the generations 
that are still to come.

There are still stories waiting to be written. There are people in our neighborhood who have not yet 
heard the good news of Jesus. There are children who need to know that they are loved. There are 
families looking for a place to belong. There are neighbors who need hope, friendship, and someone 
willing to walk alongside them. Perhaps someday, years from now, people will gather for another 
Bethlehem reunion. And maybe they will tell stories about what God did here in the 2020s. What 
stories will they tell? What will they remember? What chapters will we add to the anthology that has 
already been written?

We do not know exactly what the future holds. But we know the One who has carried Bethlehem 
through the past one hundred years. And by His grace, we get to be part of the next chapter. So this 
month, as we welcome alumni and friends back home, let us listen to their stories. Let us celebrate 
the legacy that has been given to us. Let us give thanks for the generations who loved this place and 
faithfully passed it along. And then let us look forward. Because the story of Bethlehem is still being 
written. And I, for one, cannot wait to see what God does next.

In Christ, Pastor Ben





Sonshine Club will be back in September! We’ll kick off our year on September 27th. More details to 
come; be sure to check the church Facebook page as well as announcements in the bulletin and on-

screen during church! 

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY 
SAVE THE DATE: The date for photography is set for Tuesday, Sep. 29th. In-person sign-ups will be 

before and after church on Sep. 5th and 6th and Sep. 12th and 13th. You can also sign up right now 
online at www.ucdir.com with Church Code: in2080 and Church Password: Member 

Also, due to the number of sign-ups so far, another picture day has been added for Wednesday 
October 14th. There are still available for September 29th. 

Contact Mary Snow or Kathy Brehm with any questions. 



JULY 2026 FOOD BANK REPORT

We provided food to 316 individuals. They included 133 children under the age of 18 
and 44 individuals over the age of 60. Our congregation provided 834# of food. We 

went to Community Harvest 3 times this month to purchase 1087# of food in the 
amount of $461. Our 15 volunteers gave 129 hours of their time. Thanks to ALL of 

you for all your many volunteer hours, dedication, and the financial support you give 
to help provide this mission at Bethlehem. We are in need of canned vegetables and 

strawberry jelly.

Ways to watch WORSHIP ANEW:

Online- https://worshipanew.org/

Watch Worship Anew locally on WPTA 21.2 (NBC) at 7:00 AM Sunday, WPTA 
21.3 (MyNet) at 8:00 AM Sundays

September 6, 2026- Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Paul Shoemaker



A Word from His Mouth - Ezekiel 33: 7-9

God’s Word is of love, forgiveness, and restoration. It is also a Word of correction and 
discipline. Ezekiel, the prophet, spoke this Word of God to Israel. God entrusts His 
Word to us so that we, too, may share His Word so all may know His love and 
forgiveness and that we are restored to Him for all eternity.

Featured Choir: St. Paul’s Choristers, Fort Wayne. Ind.

Featured Art and Architecture: St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, 
Ind.

September 13, 2026- Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. William Mueller

Forgiveness Cancels Paybacks - Genesis 50: 15-21

The account of Joseph forgiving his brothers appears to be so nice and neat. We 
read it and marvel at the grace Joseph extends to his (at one time) ruthless brothers. 
But then we are confronted with the truth that we are also called to forgive like 
Joseph. How can we? We begin to discover the answers when we examine the 
“payback.”

Featured Choir: Holy Cross Treble Choir, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Featured Art and Architecture: Redeemer Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.

September 20, 2026- Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Scott Zeckzer

God Is Not Fair! - Matthew 20:15

We want things to be fair. I want what I deserve, God does not work that way. Thanks 
be to God that He is not fair but generous.
Featured Choir: Valley Lutheran High School, Saginaw, Mich.; Christ Our Rock 
Lutheran High School, Centralia, III.

Featured Art and Architecture: St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rockford, III.

September 27, 2026- Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III

The Sins of Our Youth - Psalm 25:7



The sins of our youth and all of our past sins can rise up to haunt us. But the Good 
News of Jesus our Savior gives us comfort, reassurance, and the strength to move 
forward in life as mature Christians.

Featured Choir: St. Paul Preble Adult Choir, Decatur, Ind.

Featured Art and Architecture: St. Peter Lutheran Church, North Judson, Ind.

BETHLEHEM TRIVIA

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Celebrating 100 years 1926-2026

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.’’ Psalms 90:1

September 14, 1926, Bethlehem was chosen as the name of the church. The cornerstone contained 
the Holy Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, Lutheran Hymnal, a copy of Church Constitutions, a copy 
of the Lutheran Witness, a copy of the Lutheraner, a copy of Central District Messenger, copies of Ft 

Wayne News-Sentinel and Journal Gazette, and the names of those serving in the church and 
schools, as well as the names of the students.

9 September 2012. This marked the 85th Celebration with Rev. San May, Indiana District President, 
as the guest preacher.

100TH ANNIVERSARY THANK OFFERING

As of July 21, $51,500 has been raised toward our goal of $100,000. Thanks to each of you who have 
already contributed. If you have not had the opportunity to participate, you can give at any upcoming 

anniversary events such as the Alumni reception the weekend of September 12. You can use a 
special offering envelope or give online. Thank you for responding to the way that God has richly 

blessed Bethlehem “throughout all generations.”

THANK YOU TO LSUS CLEAN-UP MEMBERS

A hearty group of eight Bethlehem members pitched in on August 8 to help Lutheran South Unity 
School prepare for the opening week of the school year with a clean-up day. As our August event 
to celebrate Bethlehem’s 100th anniversary, carpets, railings, chairs, doorknobs, bathrooms, 
electric switches, lockers – and just about anything else we could reach – were cleaned during a 
three-hour session.

Several bottles of wipes were exhausted over a three-hour session – and so were the valiant 
workers! Furniture was also moved throughout the building with help from the custodial staff and 



direction from the administration members. It was a steady workout of elbow grease to make 
sure things were ready for the children who reported to class a few days later.

The next event for September is an alumni weekend on Sept. 12 and 13. On Sept. 12, a 
Bethlehem Church and School Alumni dance and reunion will be held at the Allen County 
Fairgrounds, and former Bethlehem student and Pastor Steve Ensley returns to lead the 
following Sunday 9 a.m. service with a reception to follow.

The Sept. 12 event includes: DJ, a line dancing instructor, refreshments, cash bar and 
Bethlehem memorabilia auction. Purchase $25 tickets with cash or check during coffee hour, 
mail a check or pay by credit card by using the donate button on our website Bethlehemlcms.org, 
where there is an option for dance tickets.

More anniversary event information is available at Bethlehem’s school alumni and church 
Facebook pages.

DRAFTS, not yet approved by the boar

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church

Board of Directors Regular Monthly Meeting

Aug. 11, 2026

Members present: Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer, Greg Shediack, John Bates, John 
Stafford, Blake Sebring, Brian Bates, Dan Bates



Absent: Dave Schultz, Rachele Dance.

August regular meeting started at 6:31p.m.

Pastor Ahlersmeyer started with a devotion based on something he read about King 
Arthur, a story about the knight Lancelot. He had an affair with a woman who looked 

like Arthur’s wife, who then bore a son. He struggled with forgiveness, which 
reminded Pastor of a text from 1John 1:8-9. If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us from all unrighteousness. If we confess our sins, forgiveness is there and 
that is one of our main focuses as the church.

In the Community Center report, the group reassessed our status and goals during a 
July meeting. We have not been able to find a candidate to sponsor the majority of 

the space, so we are looking for smaller uses of the space. We are meeting soon with 
Lloyd Jones, director of Life Adult Day Academy. We are also close to matching the 
original grant from Sacred Places. Pastor also met with Lutheran Church Expansion 

Fund.

The minutes from the June meeting were approved. There was no meeting during 
July.

In the Treasurer’s report, following up on June, the offerings were nearly $11,000 over 
budget, and the expenses were $5,780 under budget. In July, offerings were $7,000 
under budget, but we are still 4 percent over budget for the year. Expenses through 

July are at 58 percent, which is on track for the year. The endowment fund is at 
$86,565 from Wells Fargo, and $1.4 million for the Lutheran Foundation.

The report was accepted unanimously.

In the Pastor’s report, the LSUS started its year on Aug. 12, after eight Bethlehem 
people helped with a cleanup day on Aug. 8 as part of the 100th anniversary 

celebration…Plans are being made for fall and winter services. LWML Sunday is Oct. 
4, the Missions Sunday is Oct. 11, and confirmation will be held on Nov. 1, which is All 
Saints’ Day. The Thanksgiving service will be held the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. 
There are still ongoing discussions about whether we continue to have a Christmas 

Day service, possibly allowing us to emphasize the Christmas Eve service. More 
Work is being done to update the church website.

In New Business, the board would officially like to give thanks for everyone who 
pitched in on July’s very successful Community Festival as part of our 100th 

Anniversary Celebration. We survived and thrived on a very warm, uncomfortable 



day. The response has been tremendous from the community during and after.

The meeting adjourned after prayer at 7:40 p.m.

The next board meeting is Sept. 8 at 6:30p.m.

THE IMPORTANCE OF TAKING SOME TIME ON LABOR DAY TO THINK ABOUT 
WHAT IT MAY MEAN TO THOSE WHO AREN’T WORKING OR CAN’T WORK 
BECAUSE OF ADDICTION AND OR MENTAL ILLNESS.

Labor Day in the United States of America is a public holiday celebrated on the first 
Monday in September. It honors the American labor movement and the contributions 
that workers have made to the strength, prosperity, laws, and well-being of the 
country.

Most of us who work have the day off and we tend to see the holiday generally as the 
last summer weekend before the cold weather comes in.

For those struggling with addiction or mental health issues, however, is often another 
reminder of how they feel alienated from society. On a day where all things “work” is 
celebrated, for people who don’t work or who don’t feel connected to society through 
their work, this is a day where they feel their experiences are once again anything but 
normal. There is a connection between (lack of) work and mental health/addiction, 
and the connection is generally a negative one.

There are many studies that show the longer someone is unemployed, the more 
likely they are to turn to alcohol and drugs and the more depressed and anxious they 
become. The unemployment rate for those struggling with addiction and or mental 
illness is significantly higher than the general population.

All of the celebrations during Labor Day are well deserved. Many in this country work 
incredibly hard and deserve a day off, time with friends and family and time to end 
properly end their summers and get ready for the end of the year. However, the day is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_labor_law


also time to reflect on the millions of people who aren’t working because of an 
addiction or mental illness and therefore have little to celebrate on this holiday. Living 
in a society that places so much value on optimizing productivity in the workplace 
defines people not by who they are but rather by what they do for society leaves 
those without a “job” without any sort of identification, which most definitely will lead 
to negative self-worth and all that accompanies that.

We must be supportive of those struggling with addiction and mental health to find 
meaningful work as part of their recovery.

Joy in Your Labors

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.” Colossians 3:23

As women, our days can be filled with many kinds of labor. Some of it is visible and 
appreciated. Much of it is not. We prepare meals, care for families, serve our 
churches, encourage friends, work at our jobs, clean, organize, volunteer, teach, 
listen, pray, and often carry responsibilities that no one else even notices. Sometimes 
our work feels meaningful and joyful. Other times it feels like one more thing on an 
already-too-long list. God’s Word reminds us that our value does not come from how 
much we accomplish. Even our ordinary, everyday work can become an opportunity 
to serve Him. A meal prepared with love, a phone call to someone who is lonely, a 
child taught God’s Word, a church task completed faithfully can all be acts of service.

We often think joy will come when our work is finished. But Scripture points us to a 
different kind of joy. Our joy isn’t ultimately found in what we accomplish. It is found in 
Whom we serve. That means we don’t have to prove our worth through our work. We 
don’t have to earn God’s love. We don’t have to be perfect.

There will be days when our labor is difficult.



We may feel tired, unappreciated, overwhelmed, or discouraged. We may wonder 
whether what we do really matters. Those are the moments when we can remember 
Galatians 6:9:

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up.”

God sees the work that others overlook. He sees the prayers whispered in the quiet.

He sees the tears shed when no one is watching. He sees the sacrifices made out of 
love.

He sees the faithful service that may never receive applause. And He promises that 
our labor in Him is never wasted.

Perhaps today we can look at our responsibilities differently. Instead of becoming 
frustrated by the ordinary, we can recognize the ordinary as an opportunity. Our 
strength will sometimes fail. But His strength never does. Our days may feel ordinary. 
But God can use ordinary women doing ordinary things to accomplish extraordinary 
purposes in His kingdom.

So whatever God has placed before you today, do it with a willing heart. There can be 
joy even in the ordinary. There can be purpose even in the unnoticed. There can be 
peace even when the work is unfinished. For we do not labor alone. We labor with the 
Lord, for the Lord, and because of the love He first gave us.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Date September Birthdays Date
September 
Anniversaries 

9/3/2026
Eddie Pierce and Dan 

Bates 
9/6/2026

Lt&Denise Deyampert 
46

9/6/2026 Alice Pion 9/18/2026
Evans&Loistene 
Branigan 56

9/9/2026 John Stafford 9/21/2026 Derek&Dana Crane 19

9/13/2026 Dorothy Jackson 9/28/2026 Gene&Linda Kalthoff 63



9/15/2026 Leah Huty

9/18/2026 Connor Bearman

9/24/2026 Douglas Howard

9/25/2026 Kathy Kalthoff

9/26/2026 Kelly Bernabe

9/30/2026 Valerie Harris

To find airings near you, check the broadcast guide at lhm.org/guide.

The Lutheran Hour is available today in many other ways beyond traditional radio. 
From the American Forces Network, Sirius XM satellite radio, lutheranhour.org, the 
Connected by LHM mobile app, Amazon Alexa, Spotify, iHeartRadio, YouTube, 
dialing in on your phone, and more, listeners can hear the weekly sermons whenever 
and wherever they are.
For more information about Lutheran Hour Ministries, visit lhm.org.



SEPTEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE
HELP SHARE OUR WORSHIP BEYOND THE WALLS

Our church’s Livestream Ministry helps us reach members who are homebound, 
traveling, or unable to attend in person—and it’s only possible because of faithful 
volunteers behind the scenes. Right now, we are in need of Livestream operators 
and PowerPoint operators to help support our worship services.

No experience is required—we will provide training and ongoing support. If you’re 
comfortable with basic technology, willing to learn, and have a heart to serve, this 
could be a meaningful way to use your gifts. Even serving once or twice a month 
makes a big difference.

By volunteering, you’re not just running equipment—you’re helping people worship, 
stay connected, and feel included in our church family.

If you’re interested or would like more information, please contact the church office to 
sign up or for more information (260-744-3228).Thank you for prayerfully 
considering serving in this important ministry!



Date Altar Guild Elder Head Usher Lay Reader Power 
Point

9/5/… Brian Bates
Carla 
Johnson

9/6/…
Linda 
Stafford

Peter Schlie Dan Bates Suzie Emley
Aaron 
Brown

9/12… Peter Schlie
Blake 
Sebring

9/13…
Mary 
Snow/Alliso
n Cheng

John Bates Peter Schlie Dena Schult
Josiah 
Hapner

9/19… Peter Schlie
Blake 
Sebring

9/20…
Sharon 
Dietrich/Suzie 
Emley

Greg 
Shediack

Evans 
Branigan

Donna 
Volmerding

Allison 
Cheng

9/26…
Michael 
Johnson

Carla 
Johnson

9/27…
Kim 
Ellison/Shar
on Shediack 

Peter Schlie Dan Bates Peter Schlie
Aaron 
Brown




