THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, September 13 and Sunday, September 14, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We re so glad you're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe | am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME

+ PREPARATION +

RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN

TODAY YOUR MERCY CALLS US

LSB #915

1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter
Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it

3 To - day our

To wash a - way our

40 al -em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres-pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’'n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for - got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a-gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash  us

A fu - ture
Al - though we
We know one

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.

And make us clean
grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown
oft have wan - dered, It is our
gate is

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812—after 1857

Text and tune: Public domain

in heav’n.
Fa - ther’s home.
o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.



(Stand)

INVOCATION

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor O Lord, my God, | cry to You for help.

Congregation Heal and restore me, O Lord.

Pastor Most holy and merciful Father,

Congregation like sheep, O Lord, we have strayed and wandered from You. We

have sinned against You and one another. We have done the evil
You forbid, and we have not done the good You desire. There is
no health in us. O merciful and divine Shepherd, cover our sins
with Your forgiveness, clothe us with Your perfect righteousness,
and preserve us in this faith and fear, that we may be kept to the
day when Your Son comes to judge all people. Have mercy, O
Lord, and fulfill Your Word to us in Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. His peace be with you.
Congregation And also with you.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE LSB pg. 154
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Pastor Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom
nothing is secure. Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost
forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11-24
11«For thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and will
seek them out. >As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have
been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. **And I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their
own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. 1 will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. I
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and |
will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. | will feed them in
justice. ““As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | judge between sheep
and sheep, between rams and male goats. ls it not enough for you to feed on the good
pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of
clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? *And must my
sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with
your feet? 2“Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, I, | myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2!Because you push with side and shoulder, and
thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22l will rescue
my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep.
ZAnd 1 will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. ?*And I, the LorD, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them. | am the LORD; I have spoken.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:5-17

SThe aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and
a sincere faith. ®Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain
discussion, “desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are
saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.

8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, ®understanding this, that
the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly
and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers,
for murderers, %the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars,
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, **in accordance with the
glorious gospel of the blessed God with which | have been entrusted.

12] thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me
faithful, appointing me to his service, *though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor,
and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief,
14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. P°The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. °But I received mercy
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience
as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 1’ To the King of ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10

!Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”

330 he told them this parable: ““What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one
that is lost, until he finds it? >And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. 5And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” "Just so, | tell
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.

8<Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp
and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? >And when she has found it,
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found
the coin that I had lost.” 1°Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sit)

HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #744
AMAZING GRACE
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1A - maz ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
o] rm— , N
| A | I I I I ] I N | ]
{ P 1
XY (&) 1 - | 11 I | | 2 1
[Y) ' ' ' —
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but
Word my se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

"More Joy in Heaven™



(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
I [ | A [ [ ] | | |
XXV | | |
oJ [ — = |
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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sin of the world;
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

us peace.

Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB #922
GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless -ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Wak - ing, sleep-ing, I am with you; You are My own. In My

Here you learnedhow much I love you, What I can cure. Here you
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My

I the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the
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love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er [ have made you Mine for - ev - er.
heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His glo - ry.
Spir - it’s pow - er filled you; Here His ten - der com - fort stilled you.
Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav - ior, Com - fort - er, and Broth-er.
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful and free.
Go, My chil-dren; I will keep you And give  you peace.
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608
Tune: Public domain
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN

ALMIGHTY FATHER, BLESS THE WORD

LSB#923
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1 Al - might -y Fa - ther, bless the Word Which through Your
2 We  praise You for the means of grace As home - ward
A 3 Praise God, from whom all bless -ings flow; Praise Him, all
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grace we now have  heard. Oh, may the pre - cious
now our steps we trace. Grant, Lord, that we who
crea - tures here be - low; Praise Him a - bove, ye
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seed take root, Spring up, and Dbear a - bun - dant fruit!
wor - shiped here May all at last in heav’'n ap pear.
heav’n-ly host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text (sts. 1-2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois

Text and tune: Public domain



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvnne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — Evans Branigan Rachelle Dance
Secretary — John Stafford David Schult
Treasurer — Brian Bates Blake Sebring
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross
Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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