THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, August 16 and Sunday, August 17, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We re so glad you're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe | am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN LSB #525
CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS
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1 Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir-gin’s Son, The God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns All mu - sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, In beau -ty glo - ri-fied.
And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For those He came to save.
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The won-drousname of Love.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly ©bear that sight, But
His glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall;, Crown
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hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.
root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The babe of Beth-1le - hem.

down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At mys-ter - ies so bright.
died e - ter-nal life to bring And lives that death may die.
Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For He is king of all

Text (sts. 1-3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain



(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Forever, O LoRD, Your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.
Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have
established the earth, and it stands fast.

By Your appointment they stand this day, for all things are Your
servants.

If Your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in
my affliction.

I will never forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me
life.
I am Yours; save me, for I have sought Your precepts.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

Gracious God, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are by
nature sinful and unclean. Daily we do things we ought not do
and do not live up to our calling as Your people. We are not
always careful listeners to Your Word and take for granted those
who faithfully proclaim it to us. We know that we justly deserve
Your punishment in this life and for eternity. But trusting in
Your mercy, we come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is solely
in the merits of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy
on us, O God. Grant us remission of all our sins and lead us to
renewed lives that reflect Your goodness and love.

God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications and joyfully
restores us to His fold. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and
as His called and ordained servant, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE LSB pg. 154
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Pastor Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.
Pastor Let us pray. Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the

sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace
to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and
daily follow in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.
(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16-29

*Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to
you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth
of the LorD. ' They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, It shall be
well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster
shall come upon you.””

8For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?

1Behold, the storm of the Lorp! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst
upon the head of the wicked.

2The anger of the LorD will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the
intents of his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly.

2141 did not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied.

22But if they had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my
people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their
deeds.

2«Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? ?*Can a man hide
himself in secret places so that | cannot see him? declares the LorD. Do | not fill heaven and
earth? declares the LoRrD. °I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my
name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 2How long shall there be lies in the heart of
the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 2’who think
to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their
fathers forgot my name for Baal? %Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let
him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?
declares the LorD. #Is not my word like fire, declares the LorD, and like a hammer that
breaks the rock in pieces?”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE: Hebrews 11:17—12:3

7By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, *of whom it was said, “Through
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” *°He considered that God was able even to raise
him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 2°By faith
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 2By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed
each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 2By faith
Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave
directions concerning his bones.

23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the
fleeting pleasures of sin. 2He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. ?'By faith he left Egypt, not being
afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith
he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might
not touch them.

29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when
they attempted to do the same, were drowned. *°By faith the walls of Jericho fell down
after they had been encircled for seven days. 3!By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the
spies.

32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 3*Women received back their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again
to a better life. **Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 3'They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were Killed with the
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of
whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth.

%9And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was
promised, “°since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect.



Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.

3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you
may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL Luke 12:49-53
“9[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled!

%01 have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is
accomplished! >!Do you think that | have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division. 2For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against
two and two against three. >3*They will be divided, father against son and son against
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sit)

HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #711
SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go  a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its  fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear wus chil - dren when we pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved us, love us  still.
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and tune: Public domain



SERMON “Cloud of Witnesses”

(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.



(Sit)

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING Dave Schult
I Love You Lord — My Jesus | Love You
(Stand)
OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING

(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world;
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

us peace.

Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165
NUNC DIMITTIS
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
BENEDICTION

LSB pg. 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



CLOSING HYMN LSB #733
O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST
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10 God, our help in a - ges past, Our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,

Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm a-lone, And our de-fense is sure.
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the r1is - ing sun.

5
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Text and tune: Public domain
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3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
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