
THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
Saturday, August 16 and Sunday, August 17, 2025 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We’re so glad you’re here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in 
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we 
gather around God’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is 
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just 
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. 
 

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As 
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives 
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you 
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send 
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the 
love of Jesus together. 
 

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body 
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His 
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith 
today. 
 

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in 
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in 
Jesus as my Savior? Do I believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do I desire to 
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy 
and well prepared. 
 

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and we ask that 
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this 
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We 
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.  
  
 
 
 
 

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex. 
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.) 

 



+ PREPARATION + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

OPENING HYMN  LSB #525  

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 



(Stand) 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

Pastor Forever, O LORD, Your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

Congregation Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have 

established the earth, and it stands fast. 
  

Pastor By Your appointment they stand this day, for all things are Your 

servants. 

Congregation If Your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in 

my affliction. 
  

Pastor I will never forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me 

life. 

Congregation I am Yours; save me, for I have sought Your precepts. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

Congregation Gracious God, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are by 

nature sinful and unclean. Daily we do things we ought not do 

and do not live up to our calling as Your people. We are not 

always careful listeners to Your Word and take for granted those 

who faithfully proclaim it to us. We know that we justly deserve 

Your punishment in this life and for eternity. But trusting in 

Your mercy, we come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is solely 

in the merits of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy 

on us, O God. Grant us remission of all our sins and lead us to 

renewed lives that reflect Your goodness and love. 
  

Pastor God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications and joyfully 

restores us to His fold. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

as His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  LSB pg. 154 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

Pastor Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
Pastor Let us pray. Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the 

sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace 

to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and 

daily follow in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jeremiah 23:16–29 

 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to 

you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth 

of the LORD. 17They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be 

well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster 

shall come upon you.’” 
    18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD to see and to hear his word, 

or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
    19Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst 

upon the head of the wicked. 
    20The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the 

intents of his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 
    21“I did not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 
    22But if they had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my 

people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their 

deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can a man hide 

himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and 

earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my 

name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in the heart of 

the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27who think 

to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their 

fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let 

him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? 

declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that 

breaks the rock in pieces?” 

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE: Hebrews 11:17—12:3 

 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, “Through 

Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19He considered that God was able even to raise 

him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20By faith 

Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 

each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22By faith 

Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 

directions concerning his bones. 

 23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 

because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the 

fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 

treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not being 

afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith 

he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might 

not touch them. 

 29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when 

they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 

after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 

perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the 

spies. 

 32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched 

the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, 

became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received back their dead by 

resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again 

to a better life. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. 37They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 

sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of 

whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens 

and caves of the earth. 

 39And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect. 

  



1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 

is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 

 3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you 

may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:49–53 

 49[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 
50I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 

accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 

rather division. 52For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against 

two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against 

father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



(Sit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY  LSB #711  

SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 



SERMON “Cloud of Witnesses” 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

(Stand) 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life † of the world to come. Amen. 
 



(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING           Dave Schult 

I Love You Lord – My Jesus I Love You 
 

(Stand) 

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING 
 

(Sit) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB pg. 160 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



(Stand) 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN                                                                                               LSB #733  
O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST 

 

 
 
5 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home! 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINISTRY TEAM 

The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer 
Office ............. 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481 

Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com 

Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager 
Office ……......744-3228 ext. 300 Email ...............bethfw@yahoo.com 

Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager 
Office ..............744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com 

Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director 
Email ……….. kaseyneedham92@gmail.com. 

Janelle Deal, Organist 
Email ……….. janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu. 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS                     At Large Members: 

President – Greg Shediack                          Dan Bates 

Vice President – Evans Branigan               Rachelle Dance 

Secretary – John Stafford                           David Schult 

Treasurer – Brian Bates                             Blake Sebring 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lutheran South Unity School…….…lsusfw.org………744-0459 

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com..…483-1102 
 

COUNSELING NEEDS 
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross 

Connections. 
  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329 

www.bethlehemlcms.org 

Church Office, (260) 744-3228   Fax Number, (260) 744-3229 

Office Hours: 10:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Friday) 

Our Worship Schedule: 
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am 
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