THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, July 26 and Sunday, July 27, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We re so glad you're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe | am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



PRESERVICE MUSIC

+ PREPARATION +

WELCOME / RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN

OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

LSB #528
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1 Oh, for a thou - sand tongues  to sing My

2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my  God, As -
3Je - sus! The name that charms our fears, That
4 He breaks the  pow’r of can - celed sin; He
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great Re - deem - er’s praise, The glo - ries of my
sist me to pro - claim, To spread through all the
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God and King, The tri - umphs  of His grace!
earth a - broad, The hon - ors of Thy name.
sin - ner’s ears, *Tis life and health and peace
foul - est clean; His blood a - vails for me.
5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own Your God, ye fallen race.
Look and be saved through faith alone, Be justified by grace.
6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off’ring made For ev’ry soul of man.
7 To God all glory, praise, and love Be now and ever giv’n

By saints below and saints above, The Church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.

(Stand)

Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor

Congregation Amen.

Pastor

will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Text and tune: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the



Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting. Our God comes; He does
not keep silence; before Him is a devouring fire, around Him a
mighty tempest.

Jesus says, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”

He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that He may judge
His people.

The apostle Paul writes, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.”

God says, “Gather to Me My faithful ones, who made a covenant
with Me by sacrifice!”

Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide,
so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He may give it to
you.”

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows
to the Most High, and call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will
deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Most merciful God,

we call upon You because we are troubled by our sins—our sinful
thoughts, words, and actions. We are equally troubled by those
times when we have failed to act or speak up. Forgive us for the
sake of Jesus, who delivered us through His perfect life, death,
and resurrection so that we may glorify You with our lives.

Our God hears our prayers for mercy and graciously forgives our
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Go in peace.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE LSB pg. 154
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your grace and mercy have
strengthened Your people throughout the ages and emboldened them
to come before You in all circumstances. Strengthen our faith and
confidence so that we come to You boldly, consistently, and
persistently; through Jesus Christ with whom You rule and reign with
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.
(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 18:20-33

29Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and
their sin is very grave, 21 will go down to see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”

2230 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood
before the LORD. *Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? 2*Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you
then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 2Far be it
from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
what is just?” 2And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will
spare the whole place for their sake.”

2" Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who
am but dust and ashes. 22Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy
the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
there.” 2°Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of forty I will not do it.” **Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and
I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find
thirty there.” 3'He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty
are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 3Then he
said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” **And the LORD
went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his
place.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Colossians 2:6-19

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, “rooted and built up
in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to
Christ. °For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, °and you have been filled
in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with
a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, *2having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the
dead. *And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 1*by canceling
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it
to the cross. ®He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.

8Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 1" These are a shadow of the things to
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. ¥Let no one disqualify you, insisting on
asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without
reason by his sensuous mind, **and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth
that is from God.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
!Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them,
“When you pray, say:
“Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

3Give us each day our daily bread,

“and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”
®And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and

say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ®for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey,
and I have nothing to set before him’; “and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother
me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. | cannot get up and give
you anything’? 8l tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is
his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs.
°And 1 tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you. °For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to
the one who knocks it will be opened. *What father among you, if his son asks for a fish,
will instead of a fish give him a serpent; *?or if he asks for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? BIf you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sit)
HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #691
FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’S SOWING
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1 Fruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s sow-ing, May we rip - en
2 Lad - en branch-es free - ly bear-ing Gifts the Giv - er
3 Root - ed deep in Christ our Mas-ter, Christ our pat - tern
4 Fruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s tend-ing, May we grow till
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and in - crease, Fruit to life e - ter - nal grow-ing,
loves to bless; Here  is fruit that grows by shar-ing,
and our goal, Teach wus, as the years fly fast - er,
har - vests  cease; Till we taste, in life  un-end - ing,
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Rich in love and joy and peace.
Pa - tience, kind - ness, gen - tle - ness.
Good - ness, faith, and self - con - trol.
Heav - en’s love  and joy and peace.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932-2024

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

SERMON “Rooted and Built Up”



(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-enceof all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE
Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

LSB pg. 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.



AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165
NUNC DIMITTIS
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
BENEDICTION

Pastor

LSB pg. 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
CLOSING HYMN

LSB #700

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy lov - ing Spir - it In - to
3 Come, Al - might - y, to de - liv - er; Let us
4 Fin - ish then Thy new cre - a - tion, Pure and
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Thee in - her - it; Let us find Thy prom - ised rest.
tarn, and nev - er, Nev - er - more Thy tem - ples leave.
great sal - va - tion Per - fect - ly re - stored in Thee,
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Je - sus, Thou art all com - pas - sion, Pure, un -
Take a - way the love of sin - ning; Al - pha
Thee we would be al - ways bless - ing, Serve Thee
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and O - me - ga be; End of faith, as
as Thy hosts a - bove, Pray and praise  Thee
heav’n we take our place, Till we cast our
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Thy sal - va - tion, En - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, Set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, Glo - ry in Thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore  Thee, Lost in won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
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Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
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Our Worship Schedule:
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