THE THIRD SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
Saturday, June 28 and Sunday, June 29, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We’re so glad you 're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC

WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
OPENING HYMN LSB #849
PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In -car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing  light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry  dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See-ing what our God has done; Let wus
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ‘ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608
Tune: Public domain



(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful,

and kindle in them the fire of Your love.

Thus says the Lord Gob: “I Myself will take a sprig and plant it on a
high and lofty mountain,

that it may bear branches and produce fruit.

And all the trees of the field shall know that | am the LORD;

I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree,

dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish.

I am the LORD; | have spoken, and I will do it.”

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Almighty Father, we confess that by our inability, insolence, and
inaction, we have not made Your ways our ways.

For our failure to walk in the ways of love, joy, and peace, forgive
us, Lord.

Lord Jesus, we admit we too often conform our desires to the world
around us, adopting its compromised standards for living.

For our failure to value the gifts of patience, kindness, and
goodness, forgive us, Lord.

Holy Spirit, our very natures are set against You, Your Gospel
proclamation, and the fruit You intend to bring.

For our failure to manifest the fruits of faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control, forgive us, Lord. For Jesus’ sake, melt our sinful
hearts, and mold us into the reflections of Your righteousness
that You call us to be.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus, to die for you,
and for His sake forgives You all Your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of the Word made flesh and by His authority, | therefore
forgive You all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE LSB pg. 154
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.

T — T f ]
i | i 1 ! i |

] ] i ] I [  ——
&J
Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
o)
b’ A

[ | , | I [ I T 1]
2 b & | I I | & | &

BP TN o e, o TN T T e o
[3) - o o | \

We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:

o] r—

I
oJ o
You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray. Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good
things, graft into our hearts the love of Your name and nourish us
with all goodness that we may love and serve our neighbor; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 19:9b-21
Behold, the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], and he said to him, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?” 1°He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts.
For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword, and I, even | only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it
away.” 1*And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the
LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 2And after the earthquake a fire, but
the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. **And when
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” ¥*He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the
people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it
away.” ®And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. **And
Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. }’And the one who
escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from
the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. ®Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all
the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”



1950 he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing
with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and cast his cloak upon him. 2°And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said,
“Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him,
“Go back again, for what have I done to you?”” 2!And he returned from following him and
took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the
oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and
assisted him.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery. . . .

13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. *For the whole law is
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” *°*But if you bite and
devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.

%But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. *'For
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to
do. 8But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. *®Now the works of the
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 2%idolatry, sorcery, enmity,
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, ?!envy, drunkenness, orgies,
and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that those who do such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 2But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law. 2*And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.

2°If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62

*I\When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. >>And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the
Samaritans, to make preparations for him. >*But the people did not receive him, because
his face was set toward Jerusalem. >*And when his disciples James and John saw it, they
said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”
%5But he turned and rebuked them. *And they went on to another village.

%"As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.” %8 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” ®*To another he said, “Follow me.” But he
said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” ®* And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead
to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” ®1Yet
another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.”
®2Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sit)
HYMN OF THE DAY

Daniel Iverson

Spirit of the °Living God

The Holy Spirit fell on us as on them in the beginning.
— Acts 11:15

Spirit of the Living God

LIVING GOD
Daniel Iverson
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Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me.
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SERMON ""Our Christian Freedom"*

(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.




THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION “Prayerful Meditation”



(Stand)

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165
NUNC DIMITTIS

[ 9 \ P —— N —
Hley— o e i T e ey ™ R | i 1
Y e e o o
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
BENEDICTION

Pastor

LSB pg. 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
CLOSING HYMN
1
In Christ alone my hope is found;
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all--
Here in the love of Christ | stand.

2
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid--
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His and He is mine--
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
4
No guilt in life, no fear in death--
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home--
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

Screen



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
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Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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