
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST  
Saturday, June 21 and Sunday, June 22, 2025 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We’re so glad you’re here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in 
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we 
gather around God’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is 
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just 
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. 
 

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As 
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives 
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you 
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send 
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the 
love of Jesus together. 
 

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body 
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His 
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith 
today. 
 

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in 
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in 
Jesus as my Savior? Do I believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do I desire to 
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy 
and well prepared. 
 

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and we ask that 
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this 
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We 
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.  
  
 
 
 
 

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex. 
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.) 

 



+ PREPARATION + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME / RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

OPENING HYMN  LSB #662  

ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt. 
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 



(Stand) 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

Pastor Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 

Congregation and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 
  

Pastor The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

Congregation and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
  

Pastor Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:  

Congregation “I am the LORD your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads 

you in the way you should go.” 
  

Pastor Seek the LORD while He may be found; 

Congregation call upon Him while He is near. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor Seeking our Lord, His wisdom, and His grace, we confess: 

Congregation Almighty and all-merciful God, in wisdom You have created all 

things, and in grace, You seek the lost and erring. Yet, through 

our selfish choices and sinful nature, we ignore Your wisdom and 

refuse Your grace. We prefer our own way, resisting the Holy 

Spirit and His work of bringing forth the fruits of faithfulness. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, console and correct us, 

that we might forsake our wicked ways and unrighteous thoughts 

and turn to You, the God who has compassion and abundant 

pardon. 
  

Pastor The Lord is gracious, for He declares, “Listen to Me, you stubborn of 

heart, you who are far from righteousness: I bring near My 

righteousness; it is not far off, and My salvation will not delay.” The 

Lord has brought His righteousness in giving His Son, Jesus Christ, 

to die for you. Through Him, and Him alone, you have forgiveness, 

life, and salvation. In the stead and by the command of Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  LSB pg. 154 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Let us pray. O God, You have prepared for those who love You such 

good things as surpass our understanding. Cast out all sins and evil 

desires from us, and pour into our hearts Your Holy Spirit to guide us 

into all blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 65:1–9 
     1I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by 

those who did not seek me. I said, “Here am I, here am I,” to a nation that was not called 

by my name. 2I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk in a way 

that is not good, following their own devices; 3a people who provoke me to my face 

continually, sacrificing in gardens and making offerings on bricks; 4who sit in tombs, and 

spend the night in secret places; who eat pig’s flesh, and broth of tainted meat is in their 

vessels; 5who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. 6Behold, it is written before 

me: “I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their bosom 7both 

your iniquities and your fathers’ iniquities together, says the LORD; because they made 

offerings on the mountains and insulted me on the hills, I will measure into their bosom 

payment for their former deeds.” 8Thus says the LORD: “As the new wine is found in the 

cluster, and they say, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,’ so I will do for my 

servants’ sake, and not destroy them all. 9I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, and 

from Judah possessors of my mountains; my chosen shall possess it, and my servants 

shall dwell there.” 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



EPISTLE:  Galatians 3:23—4:7 

 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 

coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in 

order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer 

under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 

according to promise. 

 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is 

the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his 

father. 3In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 

elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 

forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the 

law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 

slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



GOSPEL Luke 8:26–39 

 26Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27When 

Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a 

long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. 
28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, 

“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not 

torment me.” 29For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For 

many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 
30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons 

had entered him. 31And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 
32Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let 

them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man 

and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were 

drowned. 34When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city 

and in the country. 35Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to 

Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36And those who had seen it told 

them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37Then all the people of the 

surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were 

seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the 

demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went 

away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 
  

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



(Sit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  LSB #656  

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: tr. Composite  Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON "It's a Battle" 
 

(Stand) 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life † of the world to come. Amen. 
 



(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 

(Stand) 

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB pg. 160 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION “Prayerful Meditation” 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



(Stand) 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
 



CLOSING HYMN:  LSB #664  

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT 

 

 

 
 

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–75, alt. 
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



MINISTRY TEAM 

The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer 
Office ............. 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481 

Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com 

Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager 
Office ……......744-3228 ext. 300 Email ...............bethfw@yahoo.com 

Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager 
Office ..............744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com 

Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director 
Email ……….. kaseyneedham92@gmail.com. 

Janelle Deal, Organist 
Email ……….. janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu. 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS                     At Large Members: 

President – Greg Shediack                          Dan Bates 

Vice President – Evans Branigan               Rachelle Dance 

Secretary – John Stafford                           David Schult 

Treasurer – Brian Bates                             Blake Sebring 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lutheran South Unity School…….…lsusfw.org………744-0459 

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com..…483-1102 
 

COUNSELING NEEDS 
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross 

Connections. 
  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329 

www.bethlehemlcms.org 

Church Office, (260) 744-3228   Fax Number, (260) 744-3229 

Office Hours: 10:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Friday) 

Our Worship Schedule: 
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am 
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