THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Saturday, June 7 and Sunday, June 8, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We’re so glad you 're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do | believe | am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN LSB #808
O SING TO THE LORD
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10 sing to the Lord, O sing God a new song. O sing to the
2 For God is the Lord! And God has done won-ders. For God is the
3 So dancefor our God And blow all the trum-pets.So dance for our
4 O shout to our God, Who gave us the Spir-it. O shout to our
5 For Je-sus is Lord! A - men! Al - le - Iu - ia! For Je-sus is
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Lord, O sing God a new song. O sing to the Lord, O
Lord! And God has done won-ders. For God is the Lord! And
God And blow all the trum-pets. So dance for our God And
God, Who gave us the Spir-it. O shout to our God, Who
Lord!l A - men! Al-1le - lu - ial For Je-sus is Lord! A -
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sing God a new song. O sing to our God, O sing to our God.
God has done won-ders. O  sing to our God, O  sing to our God.
blow all the trum - pets. And sing to our God, And sing to our God.
gave us the Spir-it. O sing to our God, O sing to our God.
men! Al - le - Iu - ial O sing to our God, O sing to our God.

Text: tr. Gerhard Cartford, 1923-2016
Text and tune: Brazilian

Text: © Gerhard Cartford. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

Tune: Public domain



(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Blessed be the kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, now and to the end of the ages.
Amen. Alleluia!

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried
out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”

Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, “Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water.”

Now this He said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him
were to receive.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in
them the fire of your love.

But when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear
witness about Me.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in
them the fire of your love.

And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from
the beginning.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in
them the fire of your love.

| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in
them the fire of your love.

He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He
will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. He
will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.
A little while, and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while,
and you will see Me.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in
them the fire of your love.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Holy and gracious God,

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am

ashamed—Dbut some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus
Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in

peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him
we are forgiven. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to

5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -

I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin

LSB pg. 155
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain

hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain

join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4

God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
Au Final Refrain — Fﬁ-l

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray. O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your
faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant
us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all
things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 11:1-9
INow the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as people migrated
from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to
one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick
for stone, and bitumen for mortar. “Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” °>And the LORD came down to see the city and
the tower, which the children of man had built. °And the LORD said, “Behold, they are
one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they
will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. “‘Come, let
us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one
another’s speech.” 850 the LoRD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth,
and they left off building the city. *Therefore its name was called Babel, because there
the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them
over the face of all the earth.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on
each one of them. “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. >Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem
Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. ®And at this sound the multitude came
together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own
language. "And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?
%Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, °Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, *'both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and
Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” *And all
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” **But others
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 1*But Peter, standing with the eleven,
lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let
this be known to you, and give ear to my words. *°For these men are not drunk, as you
suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. °But this is what was uttered through
the prophet Joel:



17« And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; *8even on my male servants and female
servants in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. **And I will
show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
vapor of smoke; ?°the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the
day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 2!And it shall come to pass that
everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB pg. 156
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GOSPEL John 14:23-31

28]Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 2Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s
who sent me. *“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. °But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. ?’Peace | leave with
you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 22'You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and
I will come to you.” If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the
Father, for the Father is greater than 1. 2And now | have told you before it takes place, so
that when it does take place you may believe. 3°I will no longer talk much with you, for
the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 3tbut I do as the Father has
commanded me, so that the world may know that | love the Father. Rise, let us go from
here.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #840
CHRIST HIGH-ASCENDED, NOW IN GLORY SEATED
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1 Christ high-as-cend-ed, now in glo - ry seat - ed, Throned and ex -
2 Christ from the Fa-ther ev - ’'ry pow’r pos-sess - ing, Who on His
3 Christ, who in dy - ing won for wus sal-va - tion, Lives now the
4 Christ in His splen-dor, all do-min-ion gain-ing, Christ with His
5 As at His part-ing, joy shall ban - ish griev-ing, Faith in His
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alt - ed, vic - to-ry com-plet - ed, Death’s dread do - min - ion
cho - sen lift - edhands in bless-ing, Sends forth His ser - vants,
first-born  of the new cre-a - tion; To win dis-ci - ples
peo - ple ev - er-more re - main-ing, Christ to all a - ges
pres -ence strength - en our be - liev - ing; Filled with His Spir - it,
o) . . .
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fi - nal - ly de-feat - ed, We are His wit - ness - es.
still in faith con-fess - ing, We are His wit - ness - es.
out of ev-’ry na - tion, We are His wit - ness - es.
glo - ri - ous - ly reign-ing, We are His wit - ness - es.
love and pow’r re - ceiv - ing, We are His wit - ness - es.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

Tune: Public domain

SERMON

“Undone and United”



(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)
PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.
Pastor Lift up your hearts.
Congregation We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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sin of the world;
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

us peace.

(Prayerful Meditation)



(Stand)

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 164
THANK THE LORD
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and { give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
CLOSING HYMN LSB #660
STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS
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1 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus, Ye  sol-diers of the cross.
2 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The trum-pet call o - bey;
3 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; Stand in  His strength a - lone.
4 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The strife will not be Ilong;
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Lift high His roy - al ban - ner; It must not suf-fer loss.
Stand forth in might-y con - flict In  this His glo-rious day.
The arm  of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.
This day the din of bat - tle, The next the vic-tor’s song.
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From vic - try un - to vic - try His ar - my He shall lead
Let all His faith-ful serve Him A - gainst un-num-bered foes;
Put on the Gos-pel ar - mor; Each piece put on with prayer.
The sol-diers, o - ver-com - ing, Their crown of life shall see
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Till ev - 'ty foe is van-quished, And Christ is Lord in - deed.
Let cour-age rise with dan - ger  And strength to strength op - pose.
Where du - ty calls or dan - ger, Be nev - er want-ing there.
And with the King of Glo - ry Shall reign e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818-88, alt.
Tune: George J. Webb, 1803-87
Text and tune: Public domain



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvnne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — Evans Branigan Rachelle Dance
Secretary — John Stafford David Schult
Treasurer — Brian Bates Blake Sebring
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross
Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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