THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
Saturday, May 31, and Sunday, June 1, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We are so glad you 're here! Bethlehem is a caring community of believers committed to
being a birthplace of hope in southeast Fort Wayne. We are a congregation of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, where Christ’s sacrificial love shapes who we are and
how we serve.

Our worship centers on God’s gifts to us in His Word and Sacraments. Here, Jesus meets
us through His promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and we respond with prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving. Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or your
spiritual home, you are part of our family today.

Thank you for joining us as we rest in God’s grace and grow in His love. May you be
refreshed by the beauty of Christ’s sacrifice and sent out to reflect His light in the world!

HOLY COMMUNION EXAMINATION

In the Bible the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of
the bread and drinks of the cup.” (I Corinthians 11:28) In order to examine yourself
before attending the Lord’s Supper, ask yourself the following questions:

Do I believe that | am a sinner, and am | sorry for my sins?
(Proverbs 28:13; Romans 3:23; | John 1:8-9)

Do | believe that Jesus Christ by His death offers me forgiveness for all my sins?
(Romans 5:8; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; | John 1:7)

Do | believe that I receive the body and blood of Christ in and with the bread and wine

(not merely symbolically present)?
(Matthew 26:26-28; | Cor. 10:16; | Cor. 11:24-25)

Do | desire to turn from my sinful ways and live a God-pleasing life?
(Isaiah 1:16; John 8:11; Romans 6:12)

If you are unable to answer “yes” to these questions or believe further instruction is
needed, please talk to a pastor or an elder before communing as participating without a
proper understanding of Holy Communion can be spiritually harmful (I Corinthians
11:27-29). If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then come with a repentant heart
and join us in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. If not, adults and children who have not
yet taken part in communion instruction classes are invited to come forward for a
blessing and are asked to keep their arms folded over their chest during the distribution.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC

WELCOME / RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN LSB #493
A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING
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5

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Then, throned with You forever, we Shall praise Your name eternally.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 (Please stand)

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to You let earth accord:

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

Tune: Public domain

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?

It is written, that the Christ should suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead,

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
His name to all nations.

God gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His
body.



(Stand)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Let us confess our sins to our gracious God.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

God did not leave us devoid of power and love. Christ ascended to
His throne above but is with us still. The Holy Spirit did not give us
faith for a short time but is with us throughout our time on earth.
Your sins were forgiven by the death of Christ on the cross and by
His glorious resurrection. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE LSB pg. 155
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in
heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11
LIn the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. “And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; >for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” ®So
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” "He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. ®But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” >And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1°And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, *!and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23

1 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, 1 do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, 'that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, $having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, °and what is the immeasurable greatness of
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might ?°that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, ?!far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 22which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB pg. 156
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GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53

*Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” **Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, “®and said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
“"and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. *You are witnesses of these things. “°And behold, | am sending
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.” ®Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed
them. >*While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. >And
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >3and were continually in the
temple blessing God.

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Congregation

(Sit)

Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #829
CHRIST THE ETERNAL LORD
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 19262024
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

Tune: Public domain

SERMON

know

as

we are known.

“Preparing the Way”



(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -+ of the world to come.
Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING



OFFERING HYMN Choir
“Be Present Spirit, of the Lord”
(Music by Mary Kay Beall Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith)

Be present, Spirit of the lord.
What sounds of Earth be dumb, the Father's Love be shed abroad,
the dew of blessing on us poured, oh, silent spirit, come. Oh silence spirit, come.

In power unseen upon us rest, your gracious gifts and part.
A mind renewed, a spirit blessed, a life where Christ is manifest.
And understanding heart. And understanding heart.

Oh, Spirit come and with us stay; make every heart Your home.
So work in us that we who pray, may walk with Christ and wisdom's way.
Oh Holy Spirit, come, oh, Holy Spirit, come.

(Stand)
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(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 164
THANK THE LORD
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.
Congregation Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Choir
“God Be In My Head” (Music by Andrew Carter)

God be in my head and in my understanding,
God be in mine eyes and in my looking,
God be in my mouth and in my speaking,
God be in my heart and in my thinking,
God be at mine end and at my departing.






MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvnne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — Evans Branigan Rachelle Dance
Secretary — John Stafford David Schult
Treasurer — Brian Bates Blake Sebring
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross
Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English

Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.



