THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Saturday, May 3, and Sunday, May 4, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Gathering — Welcoming — Serving — Restoring

WHO WE ARE
As forgiven children of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church
shows Christ’s love through acts of service
so that we can share the hope of the Gospel with others.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We are so glad you 're here! Bethlehem is a caring community of believers committed to
being a birthplace of hope in southeast Fort Wayne. We are a congregation of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, where Christ’s sacrificial love shapes who we are and
how we serve.

Our worship centers on God’s gifts to us in His Word and Sacraments. Here, Jesus meets
us through His promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and we respond with prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving. Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or your
spiritual home, you are part of our family today.

Thank you for joining us as we rest in God’s grace and grow in His love. May you be
refreshed by the beauty of Christ’s sacrifice and sent out to reflect His light in the world!

HOLY COMMUNION EXAMINATION

In the Bible the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of
the bread and drinks of the cup.” (I Corinthians 11:28) In order to examine yourself
before attending the Lord’s Supper, ask yourself the following questions:

Do I believe that | am a sinner, and am | sorry for my sins?
(Proverbs 28:13; Romans 3:23; | John 1:8-9)

Do | believe that Jesus Christ by His death offers me forgiveness for all my sins?
(Romans 5:8; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; | John 1:7)

Do | believe that I receive the body and blood of Christ in and with the bread and wine

(not merely symbolically present)?
(Matthew 26:26-28; | Cor. 10:16; | Cor. 11:24-25)

Do | desire to turn from my sinful ways and live a God-pleasing life?
(Isaiah 1:16; John 8:11; Romans 6:12)

If you are unable to answer “yes” to these questions or believe further instruction is
needed, please talk to a pastor or an elder before communing as participating without a
proper understanding of Holy Communion can be spiritually harmful (I Corinthians
11:27-29). If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then come with a repentant heart
and join us in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. If not, adults and children who have not
yet taken part in communion instruction classes are invited to come forward for a
blessing and are asked to keep their arms folded over their chest during the distribution.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME

RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN LSB #473
OUR PASCHAL LAMB, THAT SETS US FREE
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The feast of free-dom gal - lant-ly; Let al - le - lu - ias leap:
Let love grow strong a-new, and great, Let truth stamp out the lie.
Who by the Spir - it lives in us, The Fa - ther’s liv - ing Word.
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gain Sing al -le -lu-ia, cry a-loud: Al-le -lu - ia! A - men!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76
Tune: Walter L. Pelz, 1926
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.



(Stand)

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

To You, O LORD, I cry,
and to the Lord I plead for mercy.

For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the
morning.

(Silence for meditation and reflection.)

Let us confess our sins before God and in the presence of one
another.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in
thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my
own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to have
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting
life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, |, by
virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with
you.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE

THIS IS THE FEAST
A u Refrain

LSB pg. 155
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen
world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of
everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-22

1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. “And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” >And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And
he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ®But rise and enter the city, and you will
be told what you are to do.” "The men who were traveling with him stood speechless,
hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes
were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. °And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

1ONow there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” **And the Lord said to him, “Rise and
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named
Saul, for behold, he is praying, ?and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come
in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” **But Ananias answered,
“Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints
at Jerusalem. **And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on
your name.” °But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. **For | will show
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” }’So Ananias departed and
entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus
who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 1¥And immediately something like scales
fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; *®and taking
food, he was strengthened.



For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 2°And immediately he
proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 2!And all who heard
him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those
who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them
bound before the chief priests?” 22But Saul increased all the more in strength, and
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Revelation 5:1-14

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. >And | saw a strong angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one in
heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, “and |
began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into
it. >’And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven
seals.”

®And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders | saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which
are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. “And he went and took the scroll
from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken the
scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
%And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, %and you have made them a kingdom and
priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”
“Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
125aying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” **And | heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory
and might forever and ever!” 1*And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders
fell down and worshiped.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB pg. 156
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HOLY GOSPEL John 21:1-19

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he
revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter
said to them, “T am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. “Just as day was breaking,
Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. °Jesus said to
them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” ®°He said to them,
“Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now
they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. “That disciple whom Jesus
loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea.
8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far
from the land, but about a hundred yards off. *"When they got out on land, they saw a
charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. *°Jesus said to them, “Bring some
of the fish that you have just caught.” !So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net
ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not
torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask
him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. *Jesus came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and so with the fish. 24This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead. *®When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said
to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”” He said to him,
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” *®He said to him
a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” }’He said to him the third time,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third
time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.



18Truly, truly, 1 say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” **(This he said to show by what
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.
(Sit)
HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #526
YOU ARE THE WAY; THROUGH YOU ALONE
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2 You are the truth;  Your Word a - lone True
3 You are the life; the emp - ty tomb Pro -
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant
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us that way to know, That truth to  keep, that
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God re - vealed His heart and will and mind.
form the  mind And pu - rn - fy the  heart.
trust  in You Not death nor hell ~shall harm.
life to win Whose  joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON “Proclaiming Christ”



(Stand)

NICENE CREED LSB pg.158
(Sit)
OFFERING
HYMN LSB #547 (v. 1,2,5)
THE LAMB
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1 The Lamb, the L\a?lb, (0] Fa - ther, where’s the sac - ri - fice?
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One per - fect fi - nal of - fer - ing.
5 He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now o - ver-flows.
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Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro - vide the Lamb of price!
The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.

His song pro - long Till ev - ’ry heart to Him be - long.
A Refrain
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own! The Lamb is reign-ing on  His throne!

Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953-2023
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg 159.
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)
PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.
Pastor Lift up your hearts.
Congregation We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.



AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
PRAYERFUL MEDITATION
(Stand)
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 164
THANK THE LORD
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor

Congregation

(Sit)

LSB
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and { give you peace.
Amen.

LSB #837

CLOSING HYMN
LIFT HIGH THE CROSS
Refrain
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
A ) Refrain
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Our  king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu'ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5 Letev’ryrace and ev’ry language tell

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

Text: George W. Kitchin, 182

6  So shall our song of triumph ever be:

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

7-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.

Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608






MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
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Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459
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COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross
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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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