
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are so glad you’re here! Bethlehem is a caring community of believers committed to 
being a birthplace of hope in southeast Fort Wayne. We are a congregation of the 
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, where Christ’s sacrificial love shapes who we are and 
how we serve. 
  
Our worship centers on God’s gifts to us in His Word and Sacraments. Here, Jesus meets 
us through His promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and we respond with prayer, 
praise, and thanksgiving. Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or your 
spiritual home, you are part of our family today. 
  
Thank you for joining us as we rest in God’s grace and grow in His love. May you be 
refreshed by the beauty of Christ’s sacrifice and sent out to reflect His light in the world! 
 

HOLY COMMUNION EXAMINATION 
In the Bible the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of 
the bread and drinks of the cup.” (I Corinthians 11:28) In order to examine yourself 
before attending the Lord’s Supper, ask yourself the following questions:  
  
Do I believe that I am a sinner, and am I sorry for my sins?  
      (Proverbs 28:13; Romans 3:23; I John 1:8-9)  
  
Do I believe that Jesus Christ by His death offers me forgiveness for all my sins? 
(Romans 5:8; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; I John 1:7)  
  
Do I believe that I receive the body and blood of Christ in and with the bread and wine 
(not merely symbolically present)?  
      (Matthew 26:26-28; I Cor. 10:16; I Cor. 11:24-25)  
  
Do I desire to turn from my sinful ways and live a God-pleasing life?  
      (Isaiah 1:16; John 8:11; Romans 6:12)  
  
If you are unable to answer “yes” to these questions or believe further instruction is 
needed, please talk to a pastor or an elder before communing as participating without a 
proper understanding of Holy Communion can be spiritually harmful (I Corinthians 
11:27-29). If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then come with a repentant heart 
and join us in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. If not, adults and children who have not 
yet taken part in communion instruction classes are invited to come forward for a 
blessing and are asked to keep their arms folded over their chest during the distribution. 
  
  

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex. 
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.) 



+ PREPARATION + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

OPENING HYMN  LSB #690 

HOPE OF THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001608 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 



(Stand) 

INVOCATION 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor All we like sheep have gone astray; 

Congregation we have turned every one to his own way; 
  

Pastor and the Lord has laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all. He Himself bore 

our sins in His body on the cross 

Congregation that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
  

(Silence for reflection and examination.) 
 

Pastor Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Congregation Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
  

Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
  

Pastor He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with 

you. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  LSB pg. 154 

THIS IS THE FEAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened 

from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit 

that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who 

calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

FIRST READING  Acts 20:17–35 

 17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come 

to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 

 “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I 

set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that 

happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you 

anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 
21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not 

knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in 

every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of 

any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, 

behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom 

will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood 

of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.  
28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 
29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw 

away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did 

not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to 

God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 

apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those 

who were with me.  



35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak 

and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.’” 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                 Revelation 7:9–17 

 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a 

loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And 

all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, 

and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 

“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
     15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 

temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
     16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor 

any scorching heat. 
     17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them 

to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Stand) 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB pg. 156 

 

 
 

GOSPEL John 10:22-30 

 22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and 

Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered 

around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The 

works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe 

because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 

and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”  

 

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



(Sit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY  LSB #709 
THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON “Nurturing Faith” 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



(Stand) 

NICENE CREED                                                                                              LSB pg 158  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 

ANTHEM            Choir 

COME JUST AS YOU ARE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Stand) 

OFFERTORY LSB pg 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB pg. 160 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Congregation Amen. 
 



AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

PRAYERFUL MEDITATION 
 

(Stand) 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 164 

THANK THE LORD 

 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  LSB #735 

HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 2–4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931–2010 

Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930–2022 

Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINISTRY TEAM 

The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer 
Office ............. 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481 

Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com 

Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager 
Office ……......744-3228 ext. 300 Email ...............bethfw@yahoo.com 

Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager 
Office ..............744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com 

Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director 
Email ……….. kaseyneedham92@gmail.com. 

Janelle Deal, Organist 
Email ……….. janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu. 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS                     At Large Members: 

President – Greg Shediack                          Dan Bates 

Vice President – Evans Branigan               Rachelle Dance 

Secretary – John Stafford                           David Schult 

Treasurer – Brian Bates                             Blake Sebring 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lutheran South Unity School…….…lsusfw.org………744-0459 

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com..…483-1102 
 

COUNSELING NEEDS 
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross 

Connections. 
  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329 

www.bethlehemlcms.org 

Church Office, (260) 744-3228   Fax Number, (260) 744-3229 

Office Hours: 10:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Friday) 

Our Worship Schedule: 
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am 
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