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Welcome to Worship

We're so glad you're here. For a century, Bethlehem has gathered God’s people around
His gifts. Rooted in the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, worship here has always centered on what God does for us. We gather
around His Word and His Sacraments, where Jesus Himself is present—speaking
forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not first about what we bring,
but about how God serves us, and how we respond with praise, prayer, and thanksgiving.

For one hundred years, this has been our shared calling: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing
Faith. Restoring Hope. Generation after generation, God has been at work here—
gathering His people, forming them through His Word and gifts, and sending them into
the world. And He is not finished yet. As a Gospel presence in our neighborhood, we trust
that the same faithful God who carried us through the past is shaping what is to come.
Whether this is your first visit or your spiritual home, you belong here. May this time of
worship nurture your faith, fill you with Christ’s hope, and send you out ready to
proclaim His love in word and deed.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Muissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.




+ PREPARATION +

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS

BELLS TRIUMPHANT Handbells
"Christ the Lord is Risen Today"" (arr. by Barbara B. Kinyon)
(Stand)
PROCESSIONAL HYMN LSB #457
JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY
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1Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - le - Iu ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu ia!
3 But the pains which He en - dured, Al - le - lu ia!
A 4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - Iu ia!
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Our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - Iu ia!
Un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - lu ia!
Our sal - va - tion have pro - cured; Al - le - lu ia!
Praise e - ter - nal as His love; Al - le - Iu ia!
o) .
o '= I I P () T ! | | |
[NV | I =‘ I | I T T f= | | | || e ]
Q) T T T | " T
Who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - Iu ia!
Who en - dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu ia!
Now a - bove the sky He’s king, Al - le - lu ia!
Praise Him, all ye heav’'n-ly host, Al - le - lu ial
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Suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu ia!
Sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - Iu ia!
Where the an - gels ev - er sing. Al - le - Iu ial
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - Iu ia!

Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1-3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707-88

Tune: Lyra Davidica, 1708, London
Text and tune: Public domain



INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

(Stand)

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Christ Jesus abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.

Jesus our Lord was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for
our justification.

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our creator and
preserver, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are stained
by sin from our very beginnings and we have sinned again and
again in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves and have often turned away from one
another in our thinking, speaking, and doing. We have done the
evil You forbid and have not done the good You demand. We do
repent and are truly sorry for all our many sins. Have mercy on
us, gracious Father; forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit direct our lives so that we serve You in true
faithfulness. Grant us victory over all that oppresses us and build
Your kingdom among us here through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

In His boundless mercy, God has promised forgiveness of sins to
those who repent and turn to Him for restoration and renewal.
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. God keep you strong in the Holy
Spirit and grant you a life on earth in which you live in baptismal
grace and joyfully tell of His greatness, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

THIS IS THE FEAST
A u Refrain —~— h

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, r whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb___ who was slain has be -

\
to be peo - ple of God. Refrain

blood se£ _{lS fré-e"/

hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain

join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4

God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain

gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
Au Final Refrain — p—

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of
everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of
our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)
FIRST READING Acts 10:34-43
Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for
the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is
Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the
people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4
LIf then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When

Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB pg. 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10

INow after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat
on it. *His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. “And for fear of
him the guards trembled and became like dead men. °But the angel said to the women,
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for
he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. "Then go quickly and tell his
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee;
there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. °And behold, Jesus met them and
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. *Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there
they will see me.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sit)
HYMN OF THE DAY

ALLELUIA!JESUS IS RISEN

LSB #474
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1 Al - le - Iu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en! Trum - pets re -
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter Tell - ing the
3 Je - sus the vine, We are the branch - es; Life in the
4 Weep-ing, be gone; Sor - row, be si - lent: Death put a -
5Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er, Gold - en Je -
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sound-ing in glo - ri - ous light! Splen-dor, the Lamb, Heav -en for-
sto - ry to o - pen our eyes; Break-ing ourbread, Giv - ing us
Spir - it the fruit of the tree; Heav-en to earth, Christ to the
sun - der,and Eas - ter is bright. Cher - u-bim sing: “O grave, be
ru - sa-lem, Je - sus the Lamb, Riv - er of life, Saints and arch-
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ev - er! Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
glo - ry: Je - sus our bless-ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
peo - ple, Gift of the fu - ture now flow -ing to me.
o - pen!” Clothe us in won-der, a - dorn us in light
an - gels, Sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!
A |, Refrain
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Je - sus s ris - en and we shall a - rise:
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-1le - Iu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009
Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922-87

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

SERMON

“A Deeper Hope”



(Stand)
NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of

the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.
(Sit)
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING
“Sing Aloud To God, Our Strength” (by Eugene Butler)
Sing aloud to God, our strength. Shout for joy to Him!

Raise a song and sound the timbrel.
Praise is due to thee, oh God and Zion!
Blessed be the Lord, our God, who alone does wonder's things!

Sound the trumpet at the feast day!
Blessed be his glorious name forever!
Great and mighty are his works!

Raise a song and sound the timbrel.
Sound the trumpet at the feast day. Amen and Amen!
Amen and Amen Amen!

Sing aloud to God our strength. Shout for joy to Him!

Choir



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg 159.
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-enceof all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(If you are visiting today or have questions about Holy Communion, please see our

PREFACE
Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

statement on the first page of the bulletin.)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:

QL

I | | N I ] | | |

P3| T — i I
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST LSB pg. 162

Pastor As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.

Congregation Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body
and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



LSB pg. 163

PAX DOMINI
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
(Non-alcoholic options are available in the center ring of the communion tray.)



DISTRIBUTION HYMN

LSB #465

NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS

0 |
GPh L ) . . e o [
[ \Q_)v =i — r b & bt I = ]
1 Now all the vault of heav’n re - sounds In
2E - ter - nal is the gift He brings, There -
30 fill us, Lord, with daunt-less love; Set
A4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring And
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praise of love that still a-bounds: “Christ has tri - umphed!
fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has tri - umphed!
heart and will on things a - bove That we con - quer
with the heav’n-ly bless-ed sing: “Christ has tri - umphed!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs of  an - gels, loud and
He is liv - ing!” Now still He comes to give us
through Your tri - umph; Grant grace suf - fi - cient for life’s
Al - le-Ilu - ial” Be to the Fa - ther and our
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clear! Re - peat their song of glo - ry
life And by His pres - ence stills all
day That by our lives we tru - ly
Lord, To Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri - umphed!”
strife. Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
God, All the glo - ry, nev -er end - ing!
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Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1u - ia!

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623, Kdln
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

(Stand)

Tune: Public domain



DISTRIBUTION HYMN LSB #628
YOUR TABLE | APPROACH
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I Your ta-ble 1 ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, I «con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;

3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
4 Search not how this takes place, This won-drous mys - ter - y;

Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta-ble, Lord, In blest re - al - i - ty.
God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5
O grant, most blessed Lord, That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament Raise doubt within my mind.
6
Oh, may I never fail To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood, O God, my peace and light.

Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 164
THANK THE LORD
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor

The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB pg. 166

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.

Congregation

CLOSING HYMN

Amen.

LSB #461 (v.1, 2, 5, 7, 8)

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES
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1T know that my Re - deem - er lives;  What com - fort
2 He lives tri - um - phant from the grave; He lives e -
5 He lives to si - lence all my fears; He lives to
7 He lives and grants me dai - ly breath, He lives, and
8 He lives, all glo - ry to His name! He lives, my
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, He lives, who
ter - nal ly to save; He lives all - glo - rious
wipe a - way my tears; He lives to calm my
I shall con - quer death; He lives my man - sion
Je - sus, still the same; Oh, the sweet joy this
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once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky; He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
trou - bled heart; He lives all bless - ings to im - part.
to pre - pare; He lives to bring me safe - ly there.
sen - tence gives: I know that my Re -deem - er lives!

Text and tune: Public domain
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The following provided lilies to beautify the chancel today:

Dan Bates in memory of Robert and Dolores Bates.

John and Ruth Bates in memory of Robert and Dolores Bates, and Joe Perjak.
Evans and Lois Branigan in memory of Angela Denika Branigan.

Lisa Bratton in memory of Kamari Taylor and Terry Bratton.

Rick and Kathy Brehm in memory of Norma Saalfrank.

Greg and Kathy Finner in memory of Viola Finner.

Wayne Gaunt in memory of the charter members of Bethlehem.

Vicky Geisler in memory of Pastor Jeff Geisler.

Ken and Joyce Knipstein in memory of Ken’s brother, Jim Knipstein.

Paul Nielsen in memory of Walt and Betty Nielsen.

Kim Rasmussen in memory of Brian Rasmussen.

Al and Sharon Schumm in memory of loved ones who have passed.

John and Linda Stafford in memory of Eloise and Courtland Eylenberg, and
Estalene and Clyde Stafford.

e Suzanne Wright in memory of her brother, Jim Knipstein.
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Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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