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Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



Welcome to Worship

We 're so glad you re here. For a century, Bethlehem has gathered God’s people around
His gifts. Rooted in the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, worship here has always centered on what God does for us. We gather
around His Word and His Sacraments, where Jesus Himself is present—speaking
forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not first about what we bring,
but about how God serves us, and how we respond with praise, prayer, and thanksgiving.

For one hundred years, this has been our shared calling: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing
Faith. Restoring Hope. Generation after generation, God has been at work here—
gathering His people, forming them through His Word and gifts, and sending them into
the world. And He is not finished yet. As a Gospel presence in our neighborhood, we trust
that the same faithful God who carried us through the past is shaping what is to come.
Whether this is your first visit or your spiritual home, you belong here. May this time of
worship nurture your faith, fill you with Christ’s hope, and send you out ready to
proclaim His love in word and deed.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Muissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC

WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN LSB #427
IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST | GLORY
0 | .
A p——— p—— ] o i — —]
R — —t e ™ e . E—" E—— —
.J I | |
I In the cross of Christ I glo - 1y, Tow’r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, Hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss is beam - ing Light and
4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure By the
| — —
1D I I | | | = I I I I
r— e e edg
LY I I I | g I e | I [ 1 [
Y] [ o ) e | f ‘
oer the wrecks of time. All the light of sa - cred
ceive, and fears an - noy, Nev - er shall the cross for -
love up - on my way, From the cross the ra - diance
cross are sanc - ti - fied; Peace is there that knows no
0 |
o1 ¥ | I | I I | | | N |
Hey>—» i — 7 E—— o—— — 1
[NV 4 | () | et I o) I | | | | | I |
Py) T [Z) & =-.
sto - 1y Gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
sake me; Lo, it glows with  peace and  joy.
stream -ing Adds more lus - ter to the  day.
mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67
Text and tune: Public domain
(Stand)
INVOCATION
Pastor In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.
Pastor If You, O LoRD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who
could stand?
Congregation But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be

feared.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor Out of the depths I cry to You, O LoRD!

Congregation O Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of
my pleas for mercy!

Pastor If You, O LoRD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
Congregation But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared.

(Silent reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

Pastor Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Congregation Most merciful God, we cry to You from the depths of our sin. We
were born into those depths and need Your Word to call us out of
them. We have sinned against You with our thoughts, our words,
our actions, and our inactions. We have lived according to the
flesh rather than the Spirit. From the depths, we wait for You.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, deliver our soul from
death, our eyes from tears, and our feet from stumbling. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. You are precious in His sight
because Christ is in you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE TFBF #275 (v.1, 3, 4)
GOD IS SO GOOD
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God is SO good, he’s so good to me.
he saved my soul he’s  so good to me.
I praise his name, he’s so good to me.
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Text: traditional
Music: Gop Is So Goop. traditional
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY: LENT 5
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.
Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look

upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore
in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 3:1-14

The hand of the LoRD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold,
they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”” And |
answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” *Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LoRD. Thus says the Lord Gob to
these bones: Behold, 1 will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. *And I will lay
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the LoRrD.”

’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And | looked, and
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them. But there was no breath in them. *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 1°So | prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet,
an exceedingly great army.

"Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” *Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
13And you shall know that | am the LoRD, when | open your graves, and raise you from
your graves, O my people. **And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and |
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken,
and | will do it, declares the LORD.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Romans 8:1-11
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, “in order that the

righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who live according to the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit
is life and peace. "For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

%You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. I the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his
Spirit who dwells in you.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.

Congregation Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:17-27, 38-53

"\When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, %and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house.
2!Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22But even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” ?Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2*Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” ®Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 2%and everyone who
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 2’She said to him, “Yes,
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . .



%8Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. *°*Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” “?Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” #'So
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. %2 knew that you always hear me, but | said this on account of the
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” **When he had said
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” “*The man who had
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did,
believed in him, “®but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had
done. #'So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are
we to do? For this man performs many signs. “®If we let him go on like this, everyone
will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our
nation.” “°But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You
know nothing at all. *°Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should
die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” **He did not say this of his
own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
nation, 2and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who
are scattered abroad. *3So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



(Sit)

HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #729
| AM TRUSTING THEE, LORD JESUS
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Trust - ing  Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.

For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.

Trust -ing Thee to make me ho - 1ly By Thy blood.

Ev - 'ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.
5

I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail.

6
| am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever And for all.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79

Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON “The Resurrection and the Life”
(Stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED LSB pg.192

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting.
Amen.



(Sit)
OFFERING

(Stand)
OFFERTORY LSB pg. 192
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(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)
PREFACE LSB pg. 194
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.
Pastor Lift up your hearts.
Congregation We lift them up unto the Lord.
Pastor Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
Congregation It is meet and right so to do.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 195
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB pg. 197

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 197

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Congregation Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 199
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THANKSGIVING
Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Congregation and His mercy endureth forever.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and ~I+ give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



(Sit)

HYMN

LSB #567
NOT WHAT THESE HANDS HAVE DONE
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1 Not what these hands have done Can save this guilt - y soul;
2 Not what I feel or do Can give me peace with God;
3 Thy work a - lone, O Christ, Can ease this weight of  sin;
4 Thy love to me, O God, Not mine, O Lord, to Thee,
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Not what this toil - ing flesh has borne Can makemy spir - it whole.
Not all my prayers and sighs and tears Can bear my aw - ful load.
Thy blood a - lone, O Lamb of God, Can give me peace with - in.

Can rid me of this dark un - rest And set my spir - it free.

5
Thy grace alone, O God, To me can pardon speak;
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, Can this sore bondage break.

6
| bless the Christ of God, | rest on love divine,
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart I call this Savior mine.
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—-89

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain






MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
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Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
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Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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