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Welcome to Worship

We're so glad you’re here. For a century, Bethlehem has gathered God’s people around
His gifts. Rooted in the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, worship here has always centered on what God does for us. We gather
around His Word and His Sacraments, where Jesus Himself is present—speaking
forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not first about what we bring,
but about how God serves us, and how we respond with praise, prayer, and thanksgiving.

For one hundred years, this has been our shared calling: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing
Faith. Restoring Hope. Generation after generation, God has been at work here—
gathering His people, forming them through His Word and gifts, and sending them into
the world. And He is not finished yet. As a Gospel presence in our neighborhood, we trust
that the same faithful God who carried us through the past is shaping what is to come.
Whether this is your first visit or your spiritual home, you belong here. May this time of
worship nurture your faith, fill you with Christ’s hope, and send you out ready to
proclaim His love in word and deed.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Muissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +

PRESERVICE MUSIC

WELCOME

RINGING OF THE BELLS

HYMN

BLESSED JESUS, AT YOUR WORD
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Text (sts. 1-3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84; (sts. 1-3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Blichlein,
1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all
generations.

For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens
You will establish Your faithfulness.”

Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O Lord, Your faithfulness
in the assembly of the holy ones!

O LorD God of hosts, who is mighty as You are, O Lord, with Your
faithfulness all around You?

Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen and Amen. Come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor

Congregation

Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious
heavenly Father.

Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We
are given to sinful thoughts, sinful words, and sinful deeds. We
have transgressed Your law in many ways, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have often been heedless of
our calling to follow in Your ways. Because of our sins and our
sinfulness, we deserve Your punishment now and for eternity.
Gracious God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin and restore us to a
full and joyful relationship with You through the merits of Jesus,
our Lord. Direct our days by Your Holy Spirit that we may
joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments
as Your redeemed people, bringing the brightness of Your light
to the darkened world.



Pastor

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of

the Holy Spirit.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will

surely do it. Be at peace.

Congregation Thanks be to God. Amen.

HYMN
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Text: Psalm 100:4 and 118:24, adapt.
Music: Leona von Brethorst
© 1976 Maranatha! Music, admim. The Copyright Company



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY: EPIPHANY 4
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so
many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant
strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us
through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Congregation Amen.
(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT Micah 6:1-8

!Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the
hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LorD, and you
enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an indictment against his people, and
he will contend with Israel. *“O my people, what have | done to you? How have |
wearied you? Answer me! *For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. °0 my
people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving
acts of the LORD.” ®“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before
God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? "Will
the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall |
give my firstoorn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He
has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

8The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. °For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 2°Where is the one who is wise?
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 2'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 2but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 2*but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. %For the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

25For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; 2God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, 2®so that no human being might boast in the presence of
God. *°He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 3'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one
who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those who mourn, for
they shall be comforted. >“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. *Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. ““Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God. *“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. *?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #851
LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain



SERMON “The Light at Work”

(Stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED LSB pg.192
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting.
Amen.
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OFFERING

(Stand)
OFFERTORY LSB pg. 192
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INSTALLATION OF BOARD MEMBERS (9:00am)



(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)
PREFACE LSB pg. 194
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.
Pastor Lift up your hearts.
Congregation We lift them up unto the Lord.
Pastor Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
Congregation It is meet and right so to do.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 195
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB pg. 197

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 197

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Congregation Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 198
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(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 199
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THANKSGIVING
Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Congregation and His mercy endureth forever.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and -« give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
HYMN LSB #837
LIFT HIGH THE CROSS
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu'ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.

Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Fieldworker Jon Dize
Email .......... Jonathan.dize@ctsfw.edu
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvvenne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — John Stafford John Bates
Secretary — Blake Sebring Rachelle Dance
Treasurer — Brian Bates David Schult
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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