THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Saturday, December 6 and Sunday, December 7, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We re so glad you're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe | am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +
PRESERVICE MUSIC

LSB #331

WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN
N THE ADVENT OF OUR KING
e

1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev-er - last-ing Son In - car - nate deigns to

30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 A i

s judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come

| 168

o] . . .
I ] t } t I 1 I I n Il |
I ] d I I ] ' i j I
XY | 1 I I i 1 I I 1 1 | .

J o
And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
And His true mem-bers all u - nite With Him in heav’'n to reign.

5

Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on.

A6
All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain

(Stand)
INVOCATION

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.
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Music: Dinah Reindorf; arr. With One Voice, 1995
Tunc © 1987 Dinah Reindorf
Arr 1995 Augsburg Fortress

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

We light our second Advent candle as we prepare for the arrival of
the Savior, who would come to His people in human flesh and who
promises to come again. In a world of darkness, a light shines. Jesus
Christ is the light of the world.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

The second Advent candle has been known by a few different names,
including the Bethlehem candle, the preparation candle, and the
candle of peace. As we await the angelic proclamation of “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is
pleased,” we rejoice in the present reality of the peace Christ has
assured in and through Him until perfect and eternal peace is ushered
in upon His return.



Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

In this season, and until that day, we find comfort in His assurance:
“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world
gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid.”

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.

Guided by the light of peace, we respond with the psalmist: “There
are many who say, ‘Who will show us some good? Lift up the light
of Your face upon us, O Lord!’

You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their
grain and wine abound.

In peace I will both lie down and sleep;
for You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.”

(The second Advent candle is lit.)

HYMN HE CAME DOWN TFBF #37
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1 He came down that we may have love;
2 He came down that we may have light;
3 He came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

and
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have joy;

hal-le - lu- jah for-ev-er - more.
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“ext: Cameroon traditional
ssict HE CaME DowN, Cameroon traditional; arr, John L. Bell, b. 1949
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EXHORTATION
Pastor

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

May God judge His people with righteousness and justice.
May He defend the poor, deliver the needy, and crush the
oppressor.

(Silence for self-examination.)

Holy and gracious God,

I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin
I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which | am
ashamed—Dbut some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus
Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in
peace.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the
day of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN LSB #332
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
All our ills of flesh and soul.
Now and through e - ter - ni -ty

Text (st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110001608 Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.

Pastor Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of
Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to
serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Congregation Amen.



(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1-10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall
bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LoRD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LorD. 2And his delight shall be in the fear of the LorD. He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, *but with righteousness he shall judge
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
SRighteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. *The
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and
the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. "The
cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. °They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea. 1In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Romans 15:4-13

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, ®that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the
circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, %and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”
OANnd again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” **And again, “Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 2And again Isaiah says, “The
root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles
hope.” *May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



(Stand)

HYMN TFBF #45
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, >‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord; make his paths straight.”” “Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. *Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, éand they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ‘But when he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. °And do not
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.

orp. ), admin, Word Music, Ine.



YEven now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals |1 am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 1?His winnowing
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Congregation Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

(Sit)

HYMN OF THE DAY TFBF #41
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1 John said that Je - ru- sa- lem was four-square,

2 When Pe- ter was preach-ing at Pen - te - cost, walk in Je-ru-sa-lem just like John,

I know, good Lord, I'll meet you there,

oh, he was filled withthe Ho-ly Ghost, Walk in Je-ru-sa-lem justlike John.




SERMON

(Stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED

In the Wilderness

LSB pg.192

(Sit)
OFFERING

(Stand)
OFFERTORY

LSB pg. 192
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(Sit)

tion, and up - hold me with

Thy free spir-it. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)
PREFACE
Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

LSB pg. 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.



PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS LSB pg. 195
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB pg. 197
PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 197
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Congregation Amen.



AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 198
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(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 199
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THANKSGIVING
Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Congregation and His mercy endureth forever.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and -« give you peace.
Congregation Amen, amen, amen.



HYMN LSB #349
HARK THE GLAD SOUND
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— | e — —
[ 0 an N | | i | | & | | |= [ P 1
5.\;1 o 7 - GIL e —— ] ® | |
prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And heav’n’s e - ter - mnal arch - es
) . e
5 —] < i ——1— | — i |
I’\:J)“I i r— 'I i' i e 2 o i |
throne And ev - Iy voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text and tune: Public domain



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Fieldworker Jon Dize
Email .......... Jonathan.dize@ctsfw.edu
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvvenne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — Evans Branigan Rachelle Dance
Secretary — John Stafford David Schult
Treasurer — Brian Bates Blake Sebring
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.


mailto:pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com

