THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
Saturday, November 22 and Sunday, November 23, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We re so glad you're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe | am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME

+ PREPARATION +

RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING HYMN LSB #512
AT THE NAME OF JESUS
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1 At the name of Je - sus Ev - ’ry knee shall bow,
2 At His voice cre - a - tion Sprang at once to sight,
3 Hum -bled for a sea - son, To re - ceive a name
4 Bore it up tri - um - phant With its hu - man light,
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Ev - ‘’ry tongue con - fess Him King of glo-ry now.
All the an - gel fac - es, Al the hosts of light,
From the lips of sin - ners Un - to whom He came,
Through all ranks of crea - tures To the cen-tral height,
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"Tis the Fa - ther’s plea - sure We should call Him Lord,
Thrones and bright do - min - ions, Stars up - on their way,
Faith - ful - ly He bore it  Spot-less to the last,
To the throne of God - head, To the Fa-ther’s breast,
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Who from the be-gin-ning Was the might - y Word.
All the heav'n-ly or - ders In their great ar - ray.
Brought it back vic - to - rious  When from death He passed;
Filled it with the glo - ry Of that per - fect rest.



5
In your hearts enthrone Him; There let Him subdue
All that is not holy, All that is not true:
Crown Him as your captain In temptation’s hour;
Let His will enfold you In its light and pow’r.

6
Christians, this Lord Jesus Shall return again
In His Father’s glory, With His angel train;
For all wreaths of empire Meet upon His brow,
And our hearts confess Him King of glory now.

AT
Glory then to Jesus, Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father; In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together Him who reigns above.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-77, alt. Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 Text and tune: Public domain
(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor This is the day that the LORD has made;

Congregation let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Pastor All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,
Congregation and all the families of the nations shall worship before You.
Pastor Now thus says the LORD, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you;

Congregation I have called you by name, you are Mine.”



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Almighty God and King,

we confess that we have broken trust with You. We have doubted
Your goodness, neglected Your ways, and sought to satisfy our
sinful nature. We do not think, speak, or act like Your treasured
possession. We bring before You our faults and failures, honestly
and humbly recognizing that we deserve to be cast out of Your
kingdom. Have mercy, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Spare us from Your wrath, deliver us from death and darkness,
and cleanse us from sin, that we serve You in righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness now and always. Amen.

On His cross, Jesus Christ, your Savior, was crowned with shame and
given unto death for You. His blood pays the price Your sins deserve.
Now crowned with glory, the risen and reigning Christ lives to
declare sins forgiven. Therefore, as a servant of the Word made flesh,
| announce that your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and
of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE LSB pg. 154
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Pastor Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

) \ N — H i —— [R\ \\ } -
Vi |
Y] = r ‘
You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
) e ——————
| [r— | i | _— | |
| I | | | & | | | | | [ |
For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
= ~ =
S ; & — . -

You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo -1y of God the Fa-ther A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.
Pastor Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching

of Your cross. Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being
governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your
eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:13-18
13y our words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we
spoken against you?’ *You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LoRrD of hosts? *>And now
we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and
they escape.”
8Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared
the LoRD and esteemed his name. “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the
day when | make up my treasured possession, and | will spare them as a man spares his
son who serves him. ¥Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous
and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.”
Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 1:13-20
13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, #in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
®He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. **For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 8And he is the head of
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
he might be preeminent. °For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2°and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross.
Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



(Stand)
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL Luke 23:27-43

27 And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were
mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 2°For
behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!” 3*Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us,” and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” 3'For if they do these things when the
wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. *And
when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. **And the
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let
him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” *The soldiers also mocked
him, coming up and offering him sour wine *’and saying, “If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!” *®There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.”

%90ne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” “°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? **And we indeed justly, for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” *?And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” “*And he said to him,
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.



(Sit)

HYMN OF THE DAY

JESUS SHALL REIGN

LSB #832
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er  the sun Does its suc-
2 To Him shall end - less prayer be made, And end-less
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - 'ty tongue Dwell on His
4 Bless-ings a - bound wher - e’er He reigns: The  pris-"ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring Hon - ors pe-
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ces - sive  jour - neys run; His king-dom stretch from
prais - es  crown His head; His name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est song; And in - fant voic - es
leap, un - loose their chains, The wea -ry find e -
cu - liar to our King; An - gels de - scend with
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shore to  shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise With ev - ’ry momn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim Their ear - ly bless - ings on His name.
ter - nal rest, And all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, And earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.

SERMON

Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793

Text and tune: Public domain

“All Things Together”



(Stand)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen.

(Sit)
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING (9:00am) Women’s Choir
“Write Upon My Heart”
(words by Joseph Martin, music by David Angerman)



(Stand)

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
(Sit)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB pg. 160
Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS LSB pg. 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163
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sin of the world;
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

us peace.

Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165
NUNC DIMITTIS
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you
The Lord make His

LSB pg. 166
and keep you.
face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and -1« give you peace.

Congregation Amen.

BETHLEHEM BRIEFING
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CLOSING HYMN Screen (Tune
“Serve the Lord with Gladness”
Verse 1 - All
Serve the Lord with gladness! It is He alone
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace,
Will at last in glory Meet us face to face.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
Serve the Lord with gladness! Glorify His name.

Verse 2 - Women
Serve the Lord with gladness! He gave us command
To proclaim His Gospel Now in every land
So that fellow sinners May, like us, be blest.
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim.
Serve the Lord with gladness! Glorify His name!

Verse 3 - All
Serve the Lord with gladness! There's no greater joy
Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ.
As we build His kingdom Angels, too, rejoice
Over every sinner Brought to hear His voice.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
Serve the Lord with gladness! Glorify His name!

. LSB #662)



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Fieldworker Jon Dize
Email .......... Jonathan.dize@ctsfw.edu
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvvenne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — Evans Branigan Rachelle Dance
Secretary — John Stafford David Schult
Treasurer — Brian Bates Blake Sebring
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English

Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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