
All Saints’ Day 
Saturday, November 1 and Sunday, November 2, 2025 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We’re so glad you’re here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in 
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we 
gather around God’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is 
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just 
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. 
 

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As 
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives 
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you 
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send 
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the 
love of Jesus together. 
 

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body 
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His 
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith 
today. 
 

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in 
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in 
Jesus as my Savior? Do I believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do I desire to 
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy 
and well prepared. 
 

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and we ask that 
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this 
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We 
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.  
  
 
 
 
 

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex. 
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.) 

 



+ PREPARATION + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME / RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

OPENING HYMN  LSB #677 (st. 1-3) 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 (Stand) 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

Pastor Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in Me shall never die. 

 



Congregation For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will stand 

upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in 

my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes 

shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! 
 

Pastor For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, 

whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

Congregation And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are 

the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” 

says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their 

deeds follow them!” 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor John wrote, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 

should be called children of God; and so we are.” The devil, the 

world, and our sinful nature lead us to live lives that do not reflect 

this reality. Let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 

Most merciful God and Father, 

Congregation We confess to You that our lives do not always reveal that we are 

really Your children and that You are our Father. We admit that 

we sin against You and others with our thoughts, words, and 

actions. In Your righteousness, forgive us and cleanse us from all 

our unrighteousness. Restore the joy of Your salvation to us and 

sustain us with a willing spirit. Amen. 
 

Pastor John reminds us, “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we 

will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we 

shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. And everyone 

who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure.” In the mercy 

of our heavenly Father, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us and purifies us from all our sins. To those 

who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become the 

children of God and gives them the Holy Spirit. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
  

Pastor Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven! 

Congregation Alleluia! Amen! 
 



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  LSB pg. 154 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Pastor Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
 

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You make us saints through 

calling us to faith and cleansing us in the waters of Baptism. Lead us to 

imitate the lives of the saints who have gone before us as they imitated 

Jesus, so that together with them, we come to the indescribable joys You 

have prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Congregation People: Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

FIRST READING  Revelation 7:9–17 

 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a 

loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And 

all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 

“Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, 

“Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15“Therefore 

they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who 

sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall hunger no more, neither 

thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17For the Lamb in the 

midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



EPISTLE  1 John 3:1–3 

 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And 

everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

(Stand) 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for 

they shall receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9“Blessed 

are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10“Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you 

when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 

my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you.” 
 

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



(Sit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                              Screen 

HARK, I HEAR THE HARPS ETERNAL (arr. by Alice Parker)  

1 

Hark, I hear the harps' eternal ringing on the farther shore, 

As I near those swollen waters with their deep and solemn roar. 
 

Refrain: 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, praise the Lamb! 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, glory to the great I AM! 
 

2 

And my soul, tho’ stain’d with sorrow, fading as the light of day, 

Passes swiftly o’er those waters, to the city far away. Refrain: 
 

3 

Souls have cross’d before me, saintly, to that land of perfect rest; 

And I hear them singing faintly in the mansions of the blest. Refrain 

 

SERMON “The Sweetest Promise” 
 

(Stand) 

NICENE CREED 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



(Stand) 

OFFERTORY LSB pg. 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMEMORATION OF THE SAINTS 
Pastor    For All Saints’ Day, we remember those who have been called to  

   the full presence of the Lord over the course of the last year. We  

   thank God for their earthly lives and ask that we may follow their  

   example of faith as we continue our own earthly journey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN                             LSB #677 (St 4)  

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor    It is fitting to remember those who have gone before us, to give  

   the Lord thanks for their witness, and to look forward with joy to  

   the time when we and they and all the company of heaven will  

   surround the throne of God singing: 

Congregation  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb Who was slain, Whose blood set us 

   free to be people of God. Blessing, honor, glory, and might be  

   to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

Pastor    Let us also remember with gratitude the saints from Bethlehem’s  

   congregation who have gone before us to their rest with their  

   heavenly Father. Our Lord clung to them just as He clung to the  

   cross for them. They fought the good fight. They finished the race.  

   They kept the faith.  

   We especially remember:  
 

   

    

 

 

 

 
 

Regine Guenin January 6, 2025 

Ilene Saalfrank January 31, 2025 

Herman Guenin February 28, 2025 

Waldell Bright  March 10, 2025 

Deb Christensen May 10, 2025 
 

Kile Pence  May 15, 2025 

Vivian Chaney June 8, 2025 

Richard Pierce  June 15, 2025 

Joan Domrow  July 14, 2025 

Nancy Kruger  July 15, 2025  
 



Pastor    “We await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our 

   lowly body to be like his glorious body, 

Congregation  by the power that enables him even to subject all things to  

   himself.” 

 

Pastor   “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

Congregation  and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever”. 
 

 

HYMN                          LSB #677 (St 5)  
FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pastor:  “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 

People:  “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their  

  labors, for their deeds follow them!” 
 

Pastor:  “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 

  yet shall he live, 

People:  and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 
 

Pastor:  In joyful expectation of the resurrection to life eternal, we remember  

  before You, O Lord, fellow members of this congregation who have gone  

  before us in faith. We offer thanksgiving for the gift of faith and hold fast  

  to the certainty of Your promise that where You are, there Your servants  

  shall be also. 
 

 

 



HYMN                            LSB #677 (St 6)  

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

 

 

 

 
 

(Sit) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB pg. 160 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 



SANCTUS LSB pg. 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 162 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 163 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 163 

 

 

 

 



(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation 
 

(Stand) 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LSB pg. 165 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICTION LSB pg. 166 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                                                  LSB #677 (St 7-8) 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINISTRY TEAM 

The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer 
Office ............. 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481 

Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com 

Fieldworker Jon Dize 

Email ………. Jonathan.dize@ctsfw.edu 

Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager 
Office ……......744-3228 ext. 300 Email ...............bethfw@yahoo.com 

Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager 
Office ..............744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com 

Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director 
Email ……….. kaseyneedham92@gmail.com. 

Janelle Deal, Organist 
Email ……….. janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu. 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS                     At Large Members: 

President – Greg Shediack                          Dan Bates 

Vice President – Evans Branigan               Rachelle Dance 

Secretary – John Stafford                           David Schult 

Treasurer – Brian Bates                             Blake Sebring 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lutheran South Unity School…….…lsusfw.org………744-0459 

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com..…483-1102 
 

COUNSELING NEEDS 
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross Connections. 
  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329 

www.bethlehemlcms.org 

Church Office, (260) 744-3228   Fax Number, (260) 744-3229 

Office Hours: 10:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Friday) 

Our Worship Schedule: 
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am 
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Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
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