
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
Saturday, January 18, and Sunday, January 19, 2025

 
WHO WE ARE 

As forgiven children of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
shows Christ’s love through acts of service 

so that we can share the hope of the Gospel with others. 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We are so glad you’re here! Bethlehem is a caring community of believers committed to 

being a birthplace of hope in southeast Fort Wayne. We are a congregation of the 

Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, where Christ’s sacrificial love shapes who we are and 

how we serve. 
  

Our worship centers on God’s gifts to us in His Word and Sacraments. Here, Jesus meets 

us through His promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and we respond with prayer, 

praise, and thanksgiving. Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or your 

spiritual home, you are part of our family today. 
  

Thank you for joining us as we rest in God’s grace and grow in His love. May you be 

refreshed by the beauty of Christ’s sacrifice and sent out to reflect His light in the world! 
 

HOLY COMMUNION EXAMINATION 

In the Bible the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of 

the bread and drinks of the cup.” (I Corinthians 11:28) In order to examine yourself 

before attending the Lord’s Supper, ask yourself the following questions:  
  
Do I believe that I am a sinner, and am I sorry for my sins?  

      (Proverbs 28:13; Romans 3:23; I John 1:8-9)  
  

Do I believe that Jesus Christ by His death offers me forgiveness for all my sins? 

(Romans 5:8; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; I John 1:7)  
  

Do I believe that I receive the body and blood of Christ in and with the bread and wine 

(not merely symbolically present)?  

      (Matthew 26:26-28; I Cor. 10:16; I Cor. 11:24-25)  
  

Do I desire to turn from my sinful ways and live a God-pleasing life?  

      (Isaiah 1:16; John 8:11; Romans 6:12)  
  
If you are unable to answer “yes” to these questions or believe further instruction is 

needed, please talk to a pastor or an elder before communing as participating without a 

proper understanding of Holy Communion can be spiritually harmful (I Corinthians 

11:27-29). If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then come with a repentant heart 

and join us in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. If not, adults and children who have not 

yet taken part in communion instruction classes are invited to come forward for a 

blessing and are asked to keep their arms folded over their chest during the distribution. 

  

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex. 

Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.) 
 



+ PREPARE + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

WELCOME 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

HYMN  LSB #790 

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



(Stand) 

INVOCATION 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor Great is His steadfast love toward us, 

Congregation and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
  

Pastor How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 

Congregation The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of Your 

wings. 
  

Pastor Bidden by His steadfast love, let us take refuge in the mercy of God, 

confessing our sins and rejoicing in His gift of forgiveness through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
  

Silence is kept for meditation and reflection. 
  

Pastor Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Congregation Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
  

Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 
  

Pastor He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with 

you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB pg. 204 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in 

heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and 

grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

 

 



(Sit) 

OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 62:1–5 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until 

her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2The 

nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called 

by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in 

the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4You shall no more be 

termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called 

My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land 

shall be married. 5For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry 

you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE:  1 Corinthians 12:1–11 
1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2You 

know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were 

led. 3Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever 

says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 
4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of service, 

but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 

empowers them all in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 

empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he 

wills. 
  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Stand) 

ALLELUIA LSB pg. 205 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL:  John 2:1–11 
1On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. 2Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3When the wine ran out, 

the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the 

servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now there were six stone water jars there for the 

Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to the 

servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8And he said to 

them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9When 

the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it 

came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 

called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 

now.” 11This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. 

And his disciples believed in him. 
  

Pastor This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



(Sit) 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  LSB #408  

COME, JOIN IN CANA’S FEAST 

 

 

 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007        Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text: © 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608 
Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON “The Miracle Behind the Miracle” 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

(Sit) 

OFFERING / FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

(Stand) 

PREFACE LSB pg. 208 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 
  

Pastor Lift up your hearts. 

Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

SANCTUS LSB pg. 208 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 



PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 209 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 210 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

(Sit) 

DISTRIBUTION 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN  LSB #631  

HERE, O MY LORD, I SEE THEE FACE TO FACE 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 
 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 

The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 

Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 
 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662  Text and tune: Public domain 



HYMN  LSB #624  

THE INFANT PRIEST WAS HOLY BORN 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 
 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 
 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 



(Stand) 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
 

 

 

 



(Sit) 

CLOSING HYMN:  LSB #398 

HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



MINISTRY TEAM 

The Rev. Ben Ahlersmeyer 
Office ............. 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481 

Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com 
 

Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager 
Office ……......744-3228 ext. 300 Email ...............bethfw@yahoo.com 

 

Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager 
Office ..............744-3228 ext. 307Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS                     At Large Members: 

President – Greg Shediack                           Dan Bates 

Vice President – Evans Branigan                Rachelle Dance 

Secretary – John Stafford                            David Schult 

Treasurer – Brian Bates                               Blake Sebring 
                                                                                                    

SCHOOLS 
Lutheran South Unity School……..………...…lsusfw.org……………………744-0459 

Concordia Lutheran High School……..……....clhscadets.com…….…………483-1102 
  

COUNSELING NEEDS 

Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross 

Connections. 
  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3705 South Anthony Boulevard 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329 

www.bethlehemlcms.org 

Church Office, (260) 744-3228 

Fax Number, (260) 744-3229 

Office Hours: 10:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Friday) 

Our Worship Schedule: 
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am 
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