THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Saturday, January 3 and Sunday, January 4, 2026

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We’re so glad you 're here. At Bethlehem, worship is where faith is nourished. Rooted in
the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we
gather around God'’s gifts—His Word and His Sacraments. Here, Jesus Himself is
present, speaking forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not just
something we do—it’s where God serves us, and we respond with praise, prayer, and
thanksgiving.

Our mission is simple but deep: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope. As
a catalyst for Gospel transformation in southeast Fort Wayne, we long to see lives
renewed by Christ’s love. Whether this is your first time or your spiritual home, you
belong here. May this time of worship be a moment of renewal for you—and may it send
us all back into the world as people shaped by hope, growing in faith, and living out the
love of Jesus together.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARATION +

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME

RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN

LSB #850

GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, On Your peo - ple
2 Lo, the hosts of e - vil round us Scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion To the e - vils
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pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
sail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore;  Let the gift of Your sal - va - tion
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Bring its  bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul. Grant us wis-dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom,
= - .. S
i S A e
grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv. - ing You whom we a -
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of  these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv. - ing You whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969

Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932

Text and tune: Public domain



(Stand)
INVOCATION
Pastor
Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor

Congregation

O Lord God, we confess that although we usually prepare for, as Paul
put it, “the fullness of time,” that is not true in our personal lives.
Forgive our impatience for taking matters into our own hands,
forgive our not trusting that You are in control of all things, and
forgive our failing to acknowledge You above all else.

We confess, O Lord, that unlike obedient Joseph, we have not always
listened to Your commands and instructions.

Forgive our desire to be in control, forgive our avoiding difficult
decisions, and forgive our thinking that we are able to arrange all
things for our own benefit.

We confess, O Lord, that we have kept our faith to ourselves.
Forgive us for not giving Your leading us “a glorious name,”
forgive our failure to ask You for guidance each day, and forgive
our seeking to be like everyone else, rather than trusting You.

Forgiveness has been won for you! The babe born in Bethlehem is
the only-begotten Son of God and your elder Brother. The Spirit
urges you to cry, “Abba! Father!” As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



HYMN LSB #816
FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES
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1 From all that dwell be - low the skies Let the Cre - a-tor’s
2 E - ter-nal are Thy mer-cies, Lord; E - ter-nal truth at-
A3 All praise to God the Fa-ther be, All praise, e - ter-nal
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praise a - rise; Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
tends Thy Word. Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Son, to Thee. Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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Let the Re-deem-er’s name be sung Throughev - ’ry land by
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore Till suns shall rise and
Whom with the Spir - it we a-dore For - ev - er and for-
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set no more. Al -le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
ev - er - more: Al -1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
f) & . .
| | P T | T T T Il |
Nt P o | i
Y 1 ! T 1 ! LT bl PaXd 1
Q) I 1
Al - le - lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-1Iu - ia!
Al - 1le - lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-1Iu - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-1u - ia!

Text (sts. 1-2): Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823-97
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1623, K6In
Text and tune: Public domain



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.

Pastor Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your
only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith,
to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.

(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 60:1-6
YArise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. ?For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. *And nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. *Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your
daughters shall be carried on the hip. °Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the
nations shall come to you. ®A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Ephesians 3:1-12

YFor this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
Zassuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for
you, *how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly.
*When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, *which was
not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. "Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though | am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, ®and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things, %o that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 1! This was
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, *2in whom
we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12

'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
SWhen Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: 5“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” °After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 1°When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
1 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. *?And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

LSB #738
LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of  all Jjoy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - 1i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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Whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
Whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
Your hands swift to wel - come, Your arms to em - brace:
Whose voice is con - tent- ment, whose pres - ence is balm:
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Be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our la - bors, and give  us, we pray,
Be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-53 Tune: Irish

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608

SERMON

Tune: Public domain



(Stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED LSB pg.192
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -}« everlasting.

Amen.
(Sit)
OFFERING
(Stand)
OFFERTORY LSB pg. 192
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)
PREFACE LSB pg. 194
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.
Pastor Lift up your hearts.
Congregation We lift them up unto the Lord.
Pastor Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
Congregation It is meet and right so to do.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB pg. 195
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB pg. 197

PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 197

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Congregation Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 198
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION Prayerful Meditation



(Stand)

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 199
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H 4 | | ‘

g #Y I Py I I I I I | N I ]
ég ° E ! ﬁ ¥ g | I I I | | | | ]
Y] L < O

which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
H 4 [ . | | | |
'@’ "E‘* — e e S = j —— —
PY) o i i el
a light to light - en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
fH 4 | .
ey T Ty |

L :)V [ ] =l . | ] O | al i > rrrt |

peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and

0 , ‘
p 4 ——— t ]
S - S I |
NS5, N S —— o —] o ]
PY) L
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THANKSGIVING
Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Congregation and His mercy endureth forever.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and ~I+ give you peace.
Congregation Amen.



HYMN LSB #384
OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 182177

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain






MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer

Office ..o 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Fieldworker Jon Dize
Email .......... Jonathan.dize@ctsfw.edu
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ...covvvenne. 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music Director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Email ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates
Vice President — John Stafford John Bates
Secretary — Blake Sebring Rachelle Dance
Treasurer — Brian Bates David Schult
SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School.......... Isusfw.org......... 744-0459

Concordia Lutheran High School....clhscadets.com.....483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
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