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Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing Faith. Restoring Hope.



Welcome to Worship

We 're so glad you re here. For a century, Bethlehem has gathered God’s people around
His gifts. Rooted in the historic liturgy and the teachings of the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, worship here has always centered on what God does for us. We gather
around His Word and His Sacraments, where Jesus Himself is present—speaking
forgiveness, sustaining life, and giving hope. Worship is not first about what we bring,
but about how God serves us, and how we respond with praise, prayer, and thanksgiving.

For one hundred years, this has been our shared calling: Proclaiming Christ. Nurturing
Faith. Restoring Hope. Generation after generation, God has been at work here—
gathering His people, forming them through His Word and gifts, and sending them into
the world. And He is not finished yet. As a Gospel presence in our neighborhood, we trust
that the same faithful God who carried us through the past is shaping what is to come.
Whether this is your first visit or your spiritual home, you belong here. May this time of
worship nurture your faith, fill you with Christ’s hope, and send you out ready to
proclaim His love in word and deed.

REGARDING THE LORD’S SUPPER

At Bethlehem, we believe that in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us more than a symbol—
He gives us Himself. In, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive His true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins, the strengthening of faith, and the unity of His
people. This is how Christ continues to proclaim His saving work and nurture our faith
today.

As we prepare to receive this gift, we follow the Scriptures and the Small Catechism in
examining ourselves: Do I believe I am a sinner in need of God’s grace? Do I trust in
Jesus as my Savior? Do | believe that Christ is truly present in this meal? Do | desire to
turn from sin and live in faith and love? Whoever answers yes to these is truly worthy
and well prepared.

Bethlehem is a congregation of the Lutheran Church—Muissouri Synod, and we ask that
all who commune share our confession of faith. If you are not yet instructed in this
teaching or have questions, we warmly invite you to come forward for a blessing—
simply cross your arms over your chest—or speak with our pastor after the service. We
are glad you’re here, and we would love to walk with you as we grow in Christ together.

Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.




+ PREPARATION +

PRESERVICE MUSIC

WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS
HYMN LSB #725
CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER
P = ‘ { — 1 —
[ :Jv .\ & - [ ] { II J J ﬁl
1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
) & pr—
[ #L [ | | [ [ | [ P ]
6fe £ ¢ & & , —_ . [ °|
Q) | [ 4 [ 4 I I |
in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - 1ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - vil things He
Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
) 4 . .
e |  ————— ] —— —
=3 i o i—— o . p E—— ’1‘ i
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sole - ly To pre - serve  them pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofsdnger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden

Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain



(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the -l Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

Jesus said, “I will not leave you as orphans;
I will come to you.”

So we can confidently say,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation
Pastor

Congregation

We confess: Father, we have neglected You and Your
commandments.
Forgive us, Lord.

Jesus, we have doubted Your Word and failed to display Your love to
others.
Forgive us, Lord.

Spirit, we have trusted our own sinful hearts rather than seeking Your
truth.
Forgive us, Lord.

O Triune God, look on us in mercy and make Your dwelling within
us.
Restore us as Your rescued people to seek Your holy will. Amen.

To save you from sin, the Father gave you His very own Son. On His
cross, Jesus paid your debt and rose to declare, “because | live, you
also will live.” By the Spirit’s power, we trust in the pardon won for
us by Christ, our Lord. In the stead and by the command of Jesus
Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



HYMN TFBF #264 (v.1)
TO GOD BE THE GLORY
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ANTHEM (9:00am)

Refrain
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
N Groey, W

dussc: To Goo B vus Tiliaes H. Doane, 1832-1915

Choir
“If Ye Love Me” (by Thomas Tallis)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.

Pastor Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy

inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and by
Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Congregation Amen.



(Sit)
FIRST READING Acts 17:16-31
®\While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw
that the city was full of idols. *’So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. ¥Some of the
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this
babbler wish to say?”” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because
he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. *And they took hold of him and brought him to the
Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 2’For you
bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.”
2INow all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing
except telling or hearing something new.

2250 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in
every way you are very religious. 2°For as | passed along and observed the objects of your
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. ?*The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, Znor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and
breath and everything. 2And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the
face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,
%'that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.
Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 2®for “‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.” 2°Being
then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone,
an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 3°The times of ignorance God overlooked,
but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, *'because he has fixed a day on which
he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13-22

3Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? *But even if you
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, °but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. ’For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

8For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, *°in which he
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, Z°because they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 2*Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
having been subjected to him.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
(Stand)
ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL John 14:15-21
B[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. ®And | will ask the

Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, Y’even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18«1 will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. °Yet a little while and the world
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. ?°In that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and 1 in you. 2Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him.”

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



(Sit)
HYMN OF THE DAY

LSB #540

CHRIST, THE WORD OF GOD INCARNATE
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5
Christ, the way that leads unfailing To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father, Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, There to share Your wedding feast.

A6
Christ, the Alpha and Omega, Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection, Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit And to You eternally.

Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608
Tune: Public domain

SERMON “Making Him Known”
(Stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED LSB pg.192

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting.
Amen.
(Sit)
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING (9:00am) Choir
“I Will Pour Out My Spirit On All the Earth” (by Hal H. Hopson)
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OFFERTORY LSB pg. 192
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(If you are visiting today or have questions about Holy Communion, please see our

(Stand)
PREFACE
Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

Pastor
Congregation

statement on the first page of the bulletin.)

LSB pg. 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

PROPER PREFACE



SANCTUS LSB pg. 195
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB pg. 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB pg. 197
PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 197
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Congregation Amen.



AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 198
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world, grant us Thy peace.

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

men.

Prayerful Meditation

Non-alcoholic options are available in the center ring of the communion tray.
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NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 199
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THANKSGIVING
Pastor O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Congregation and His mercy endureth forever.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I« give you peace.
Congregation Amen.
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HYMN BUILT ON THE ROCK LSB #645
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Long - ing  for rest ev - er - last - ing.
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With all His grace and His fa - VOr.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
My peace I leave  with you. A - men.”
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87 Text and tune: Public domain
ANTHEM (9:00am) Choir

“To God in Whom | Trust” (text Issac Watts, Setting by Alice Parker)
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