THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Saturday, March 15 and Sunday, March 16, 2025

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Gathering — Welcoming — Serving — Restoring

WHO WE ARE
As forgiven children of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church
shows Christ’s love through acts of service
so that we can share the hope of the Gospel with others.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We are so glad you 're here! Bethlehem is a caring community of believers committed to
being a birthplace of hope in southeast Fort Wayne. We are a congregation of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, where Christ’s sacrificial love shapes who we are and
how we serve.

Our worship centers on God’s gifts to us in His Word and Sacraments. Here, Jesus meets
us through His promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and we respond with prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving. Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or your
spiritual home, you are part of our family today.

Thank you for joining us as we rest in God’s grace and grow in His love. May you be
refreshed by the beauty of Christ’s sacrifice and sent out to reflect His light in the world!

HOLY COMMUNION EXAMINATION

In the Bible the Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of
the bread and drinks of the cup.” (I Corinthians 11:28) In order to examine yourself
before attending the Lord’s Supper, ask yourself the following questions:

Do I believe that | am a sinner, and am | sorry for my sins?
(Proverbs 28:13; Romans 3:23; | John 1:8-9)

Do | believe that Jesus Christ by His death offers me forgiveness for all my sins?
(Romans 5:8; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 9:28; | John 1:7)

Do | believe that I receive the body and blood of Christ in and with the bread and wine

(not merely symbolically present)?
(Matthew 26:26-28; | Cor. 10:16; | Cor. 11:24-25)

Do | desire to turn from my sinful ways and live a God-pleasing life?
(Isaiah 1:16; John 8:11; Romans 6:12)

If you are unable to answer “yes” to these questions or believe further instruction is
needed, please talk to a pastor or an elder before communing as participating without a
proper understanding of Holy Communion can be spiritually harmful (I Corinthians
11:27-29). If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then come with a repentant heart
and join us in the reception of the Lord’s Supper. If not, adults and children who have not
yet taken part in communion instruction classes are invited to come forward for a
blessing and are asked to keep their arms folded over their chest during the distribution.

(Children’s Activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Please remember to return them to the rack after the service.)



+ PREPARE +

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
RINGING OF THE BELLS

HYMN LSB #609
JESUS SINNERS DOTH RECEIVE
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all who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
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Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words | now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.



6
Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law | stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

7
Jesus sinners doth receive; Also | have been forgiven;
And when | this earth must leave, | shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him | cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt Text and tune: Public domain

(Stand)

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Answer me when | call, O God of my righteousness!
Congregation Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!

Pastor Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for Himself;
Congregation the LoRrD hears when I call to Him.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor As we eagerly await our final transformation as citizens of heaven on
the day of resurrection, let us above all pursue steadfastness of faith,
relying on the power and promises of God our heavenly Father.

Congregation O almighty God, our Father in heaven, we come to You in our
weakness seeking and imploring the strength of Your grace and
blessing. Our sins wear us down. Make us desire all that You
promise and to firmly believe in Your forgiveness and help now
and for all our days. We ask this solely for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Good Shepherd.

Pastor Even amid the challenges and hardships of life in faith in this world,
as citizens of the kingdom of God we have the assurance of grace
abounding throughout our days. Upon this your confession, I, by
virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.
Pastor Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.

By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may

happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and

hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation Amen.

(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 26:8-15
8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LorRD had commanded him to speak to
all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him,
saying, “You shall die! *"Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?”” And all
the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LorD. 1°When the officials of
Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD
and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lorb. ' Then the
priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the
sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with
your own ears.” 1?Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The
LOoRD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard.
3Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your
God, and the Lorb will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. *But as
for me, behold, 1 am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. *Only
know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon
yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to
speak all these words in your ears.”

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Philippians 3:17—4:1
Y"Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
example you have in us. *®For many, of whom | have often told you and now tell you
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. *Their end is destruction, their
god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. °But
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, ?who
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him
even to subject all things to himself.

Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in
the Lord, my beloved.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out
demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course.
3Nevertheless, | must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it
cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.” **O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would |
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you
would not! **Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!””

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY LSB #584
FAITH AND TRUTH AND LIFE BESTOWING
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thorns and un - be - liev - ing, Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.

eyes be - hold Your glo - ry Give us ears to hear Your Word.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024  Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001608
Tune: Public domain

SERMON “The Longing of God”

NICENE CREED

(Sit)
OFFERING / FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

OFFERTORY Handbells

""Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley”

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

(Stand)

PREFACE LSB pg. 208
Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS LSB #208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD



PAX DOMINI LSB pg. 209
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Congregation Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB pg. 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

PRAYERFUL MEDITATION



(Stand)

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB pg. 211
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION
Pastor

Congregation

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine

on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.

Amen.



(Sit)

CLOSING HYMN LSB #733
O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST
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10 God, our help in a - ges past, Our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
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Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm a-lone, And our de-fense is sure.
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!
Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.

Tune: William Croft, 1678-1727
Text and tune: Public domain



MINISTRY TEAM
The Reverend Ben Ahlersmeyer
Office ............. 744-3228 ext. 302 Cell ................ (989) 907-9481
Email ............. pastorben@bethlehemlcms.com
Rhonda Cheng, Office Manager
Office ............744-3228 ext. 300 Email ............... bethfw@yahoo.com
Sharon Shediack, Accounting Manager
Office ..o, 744-3228 ext. 307 Email .............. bethfwfin@gmail.com
Kasey Needham Hapner, Music director
Email ........... kaseyneedham92@gmail.com.
Janelle Deal, Organist
Emalil ........... janelle.buford@my.wheaton.edu.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS At Large Members:
President — Greg Shediack Dan Bates

Vice President — Evans Branigan Rachelle Dance
Secretary — John Stafford David Schult
Treasurer — Brian Bates Blake Sebring

SCHOOLS
Lutheran South Unity School..........cccceveeeeee ISUSTW.OMQ. e eininieinnnennnnnns 744-0459
Concordia Lutheran High School.................. clhscadets.com......cccuvuenenens 483-1102

COUNSELING NEEDS
Please talk to Pastor Ben Ahlersmeyer for a referral for counseling to Cross
Connections.

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
3705 South Anthony Boulevard
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46806-4329
www.bethlehemlcms.org
Church Office, (260) 744-3228 Fax Number, (260) 744-3229
Office Hours: 10:00am — 4:00pm (Monday — Friday)
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday Afternoon Worship Service at 4:00pm
Sunday Morning Worship Service at 9:00am
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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